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Al INTERVIEW WITH FREDERIK POHL
(Sept. 26, 1970 = October 7, 1970)
by o

PAUL VWALKER

QUESTIOI 1:

On your Grand Tour of 2527, in Tho Age of the Pussyfoot, you suggest (if I
understand you correctly) that, for tho fubure, we mey expect evon more of todaje
Capitalism moves ever omerd in its ever chan_,m_, guises, motivated by man's deglre
for material goodse Socialist idealism gives way to the "corporete stote," and tho
wonders of a Gembacchanglian technoslogy arc bent to the frivilous domands of a
middlo~class society. Is this to bey sir?

ANSWERs

First off, Paul, we're not going to get along very well if you ask me to
defend my storics as prediction of "the!" futures That!s not vhat they're meant to
hes For one thing, there is no single fututee By the time our possible optiens are
reduced to ome it isn't the future any nore, itfs the present. While it is the
future, it is plurel.

My stories arc not predictious at 2ll, they arc cautionary teles (or else,
rexely, they are Utopian talos), describing one ’JOS.;lblC set of futurc eventse.

I don't fecl any obl:L,:;at:Lon to answer a quostinn of the fom "do you
really think this is vhat's going to happent™; or to defond nysclf against chaipes
of mconsmtency betreen storiese Of course, each story has an intemal logic and I
must defond that if pressed. .

QUESTION 23
Do you think eur currcnt trond towvard socialism will be eclipscd?
AUSYWER:

I don't think so, on the grounds that thore isn!'t any such trend visible,
so how can it bg eclipsed? I sce no evidence for incrcasing dogrecs of soécialism,
whether Maixist or otherwise, enywherc in the worlde I do sce, of coursc, an in-
creasing trond tovard statism and towvard the concentration of pover in somi-public
institutions, but I don't think this is socialism.

Sorie partisang on either side of the state-power issue rofer to this trend
as socialism, and if that's vhat you mean, then I nust give a different ensvere But
it still vion't be a2 gnod ones bocauso I don't think this trend will eithér continue
or be reversede I simply think it <dll be gutmodeds This is, after 2ll, what hap-
pens to all lamee-scale competitions; they axc hardly ever mosolved, they arc simply
replaced by differont dichotomiese:

(Some péople think that those competitions got resolved becausc they nften
develop into wars, and vars usually have one side labeled '"wimor" and the other side
labeled "loser." But this is nonscusc, of course« The South "lost" the Civil War,
but obviously the Confederecy noww ovms the rest of tho cowmtry in fee simples The
Gomons and Jepanese "losit" WWII, but vhat arc now the tio fastest-growing oconamies
on the carth?)
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QUESTION 3

What about technology? Can it =~ has it ~- altcred the bosic clements of
human naturc: tho physical and cmntionel content of lovo end hate, aggression and
passivity? Do ynu sce any basic changes in the naturo of man thet you would ascribe
to toechnology?

ANSHER:

Cortainly tochnology can bagically altcr our 1ifé styles. It is doing so
at a headlong pace right nows the computer, the auteomobile, entibiotics, TV have mado
1970 more different from 1870 thaa 1870 was from the Middle Ages. The problem with
uging those things as illustrations is that we haventt the perspective to sce clcar-
ly wvhat is happening to us, so let nme go to the past for an oxanplc.

If there is onc "morel'" dogme thet is universally agroed to it is the
stricture against "ecruel and wnusual punishnent" = i.ce, torturce Everybody says
that is ovile It is still practiced, to be surs, quitec uwniversally, including =ll
parts of thoe United Statesy but no public figure anywhcre defends it on principle.

When we read in’the history books of gladitorial games and cxamination
"under durcss" - that is, with reck and thumbscrews — wo think how much life styles
have’changeds . But the change is technologye Until about the middle of the last cene
tury, pain was part of every humen being's lifes He expocted it as a matter of
course, &n1d he got it. About the only differcace dbetween being flayed alive and a
nomal everydey toothache vas that jou could survive the second, but not the first;
the degree of agony was quite closes Thon along cane anesthesia and anelgesia; ctc.,
and pain becane rcucdiable.

So what docs onc say about this particular change? That it is an improve-
oent in norelitys that we arc kinder nov, because we don't hurt pceople? That it is
a matter of technolngy? Actually, I thinkt the cxplanation is that morality follows
tochnnlogy; what is "good" and "right" is alweys linited to what is possiblc.

*

People change &ll the timee. Thoy are changed the most vhon they think
themsclves unchanzed at alle (Scc ny Day Iidllion on this pointe)

What I do think is that this change does not alwazs involve the sane
pareneters and that it is net 2lvays in tho scme dircction.

I dontt vant to talk about my work boctuse that soxrt of naked vanity is eme
barassing to nec, so lct me give you sone illustrations from the rcal worlds Compere
Coommnist and Capitaliste Is therc & diffcronce betiroen 2 Comrmmist apparetnilt and
en Anerican management man?

Thoy think sos If you aslkz then vhat they belicve in, they would even malw
you think so; for onc would rdlate his life to the solidarity of the working class
and the quest for world peacc, while the other weould rofer o God and the therepoutic
effects of frcc marlkets.

In prectice, however, you can't tell thom aparte The Cormunist who oc—
cupios & niddle-management position in fhe Soviet structure (mcmber of the municipal
perty sccretariat, for instance) is idmmtical with the G or Hationel City Bank
$40,000~2=ycor nan in his terror of saying the non-confoming thing or losing sight
of the orpanization gnale To cach the contrel fact of the world is that he is betier
off than 995 of the pooplo arownd him, and he owos it to the apperetus; and ho is
scarcd witless of jeoopardizing the epparatus itsclf or his position within it.

So frem this, classy we sce that vhere hwsn nature appears to be most
changed it may well be exactly the sance 1Tovw 1ot us prove that whore it sccoms to be
cxactly the sanc it may iicll be wholly chaigede Lot us consider loves

If we see romantic dremas, porhaps Shakespcarcts’ Rouwo and Julict or
Anthony ané Cleopatra, we nod and say, ah, yes, to be surc, I saw that in an old IGH
movic on TV last night; love was cxactly tho sane to Heormia and Clecopatra as it was a
few thousand years later to Bettc Davis and Toby Winge Well, it fasn'te. Classic
Grecece and Rome had no tradition of sotimental love at alle Their man~wonén couplcs
did not practice tender courtship or suffer agonics at scparation. Whon, vory rexc~
ly, sauc couple showed what we would now consider @ nomal nan-voman infatuation,
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thoir contcmporerics thought thoy had gomo crezy, It vasn't until Eleanor o? Aquie
taine that mooning over & dosired lover came o soom standard behavier oven m_tho
westom world, and of coursc it is only since MG that it has conc to scon so in

st of thce rost of the plancts. A =4
- ;Joli, Paul, I tiidn’i; nean 1o belabor the point, but what the peint is 1s

that I don't think therc is & spocific dircction or kind of chenze in hupen behavior
£or the fuiurc any more than I think there is & specific single futurce Undor cer-
tain conditions therc will be change of & certain kind, and vhon I wiite about tl}oso
conditions I tolle about that Ikind of chanzoe Under other conditions, I don't thinlk
therce will be any chango at allj porhaps only a rclabeling as-bohrocn Sovict and Ore
ponization Men, and vhen I vritc about thosc conditions that is vhat I shov, 4nd
theny of courscy somctines I goofs

QUESTION 4:

Much of rocont scicnce=fiction is less concerned with the technological
(iecas gadgotry) and cxotic (iecs, BHIs) aspect of the fuburc than it is with creat-
inz & social awvercness of contcaporary issucs (L0, racisrr and var), In oy last
lcttor, I said I thousht you worc less intercsted in th¢ futurce of mén then in man
as he is todoyy is that truc or not? What docs & vhito, niddle=aged, niddle=class
men. of this 1970, with a rospect for gpood English and acadenic pursuits, have to say
to, and about, those vwhippoersumeppers of the "Ago of Aquarius"?

ANSWERs

Tho rcason I didntt say I s/as less intorested in the future of men then in
man today is that it isn't fruce MNor do I think thosc vhippersnappers arc as dise
respectful of my long grey boaxd and glittoring cyc as you appoar to boe

The long answor is that I don't thinl: there is an Age of Aquarits, oxcopt
for & tiny fow poople in a very limited part of the Farthe In sone nonds, I think
it is t00 bade How nicc it would bo if we could greet strengers in love and joy
instcad of looking at theitr hands to s¢e if thoy're holding & Imifce In other uends
I think that cvon violenec, ropression, and industrial filth are not too hizh a
Prico to pay for the rapid inercasc in kmovledge and pover the humen race has oxpor—
icnced in tho past few docades.

But vhon forced to thinlk about overything together I cono badk to tho
short answere Tho Age of Aquarius is a function of surplus production, and thore is
1little rcason o think that the human race con sustain the creation of oven locel
and tomporery surpluscs.

QUESTIQ! 53

That is e nost provecative rosponse, sir, Without quibbling over any in-
consistonoy in your remerks, I think it should be asked: What gnod arc Imovledrc and
pover to nan if they do not credicatc violence, roprossion, end industrial £ilth?
In fact, are they not inimical to wen if thoy oncourege violence, repression, and
industriel filth? Sone suggest man vould be wisor to sottle for less kmovledso
and DPoWorTe

But thon, what do you nican by "kmouledge"? What do you ncan by "powor!?

ANSUER:

Certainly tochnolagy is a force for goodse Equally cortdinly it produces
sido effocts which arc bads The big Job for all of us is to try to rotain tho gond
parts vhile supprossing the ovil sidee=cffocise

Of course, thore arc thosc nodem Luddites who want to give up technolozy
campletely and o on & lifc of tilling the soily siter nusic, and nmacrobintic whoat
gem broade God bless. I don't object to any porson feelins this way, althouzh T
do objoct to having any person try to imposc this fecling on ny lifc; I don't wv@nt
ébo give wp tochnnlogys What I want to do is separatc the autemobile foom its



exhaust and treffic jous, tho air conditionor froau powor blackouts, nucléar pover
froo mueleoar fallouty so that we can Ikecop tho first end avoid the second, in cach
casce If oy storics show tho undesireble cffcets of tochnology, and of course they
do, it is because thoy arc of concormn to nce Bub I have never bolicved in throving
the baby out with tho bathe '

What I ncen by "powor' is tho ability to change the cavironmnent, and in
gonerel to do vhatoever thg hell onc vants to dose Sone cnviremmental changes aro of
course lousy: the Sehara, the outslkirts of any American city, Lake Eric, ¢tc. Bub
nost arc goode Wo can live in descrts, at the South Pole, or on the Moon, because we
can chenge the enviromnent or bring a nov cnviromient with use Evon our sconic
chanzes arce often gnods angonc who 1lilos England or the Meditorrancan coast of Frence
or the Boy of Naples must agrco to this, bectuse they aro all artifacts; the "nate
urel? state of all of thom is long zonce

What I ncan by "lmmdedge" is 21l kinds of lmovledze =~ you never Imov vhat
rarticular bit of infomeation is going to be uscful. But the particular kind of
Imovledge that I think is urgontly required is that Iiind which helps predict fubture
cventss You lcam to drive & care You lcamm right avmy that if you step dom on
the accelerator you g6 fastere You loam & little bit later, and maybe only aftor
disastrous cxpericncec, that the othor thing you accomplish whon you step dosm on tho
acccleorator is to increase your chances of wiping oub yoursclf and sixteon other
pcople in & crashe

That, too, is @ mattor of side effects, of coursce

A couple of yoars ago I was asked to keymote what is called the -"Goddard
Meorial Conforenco" for the Anorican Astronouticel Secioty; the subjeet of thé conw
forcnce vmas tho relationship botireen progress and tochnologye For tho purpesc, I
invented & quantw: unit of progress, on the principlc that you couldn't rolate the
two concopts unloss they had a neoasuring wit in conmone Tho quantua wnit I used was
tho "option"e I dcfincd as "progressive" that lkdnd of technnlogical change vhich
incroased tho nunbor of options available to huuAn beings and socictics; as "enti=
progressive" that vhich roduccd thone :

Knxilodgo and powor, in any scnsc but particularly in tho sonscs abovo,
inercasa optionse

QUESTION 63
That about the "low Wave"? What about your critics?
ANSYERs

Behavioristically, what is txuc of th¢ Fow Wave in general is that thoy arc
dooply given to discussing thoir worlze I'm not, or at lcast not in the san¢ way.
Tho Milford sort of thing scous to ne frayzht with dangerse Its attraction, to tho
cxtent that I perceive any attractims in it at 2ll, appoar to lic moro in the dire
cction of personal group therepy than in irproving the individwl litorery skills
of tho participants.

I think it dapages norce writers than it helps, all in all, bubt principelly
I ag convineed thet it danagzes ro vhon I enzege in this soxrt of thing, whethor in 7



tho fom of physical presenco in & group or sitting in ny om 1ittlo rof and on=~
gaging in literery dobatos aboul ny own works So for e long tine, Paul! I have
schonled ryself to disrcgard criticism, ox at lcast to discount r@ybe ninc-tonths of
it, This is true whothor tho criticism is favorable or hostile, and it isn't so
rmuch beocausc I considor nysclf strong and above it as bocause I ano cortain that T an
woaks I am by naturc deeply susceptiblc o praiso or blamc. Fla'l:tox.'y tums oy
beads Scorn nakes ne angry aand upscte In oxder to be able to function at what
scors to me ny best atiainable lovel of coupctence Itry to exclude both frem ny cone
trel nervous systen, or cnyvay adnit thomr only in filtercd and tonuous forrie

‘WThat is wrong with that practice is that it is possible I miss & lot of It
tclligont, valupble, cvon helpful comment, thus failing to leern things I should
lnow and thoreby densging nysclf and ny vorke I kmow this is a denger, butb I havc
no good vy to avoid ite

Hovover, I amr quite surc it is not nuch of a dangere Lot no give en illus-
trations One of the nost conplete and porceptive studics ever mado of ne E}nd oy
vork was Kingsley Anis!se Vhon ho said in NET HAPS OF HELL that I was the bost sf
writer around I wrestlod with on overpowering umge to vanity for somc tinmce After
sonc trauatic spasns I canc to the conclusion thet he didn't Imow what he was telle
ing aboute Tho nost he should proporly have said vias that I happened to be the one
writer who was’consistontly porfoming well in onc particular arca of sf, the sf of
social cornent, and hc happened to be interested in only that arcas A fov years
later Kingsley changed his wife and his politics end came to the conclusion that I
was no darm good at alls

Well, he was wrong both times, you sece And, in goneral, sf critics arc
2s lilely to be wrong as they arc to be righte _

I have spent oost of oy 1life in sf, one way or another, so you arc ontitled
to ask what I think I'm doing in ite I an trying es best I can to leam cverything
I can about cverything there is; to asscuble the infomation thus acquired’ into pat=
tems of rclovonce; and to display thesc pattomas, as cntertaivinglyas I can, to anyone
who carcs to rcad thom in the form of scicnce~fiction storicss '

How well have I succceded? About this I an both hurble and vaine Iy
hu:iil ity lies in the awarencss that, at the age of fifty, I still hoave nanaged to
leam only very inperfectly the morest surface glinmering of the cnomious variety of
huwman kmowledges I have only pertially and inadequatcly been able to fom what I
have lecamed into larger schouesy and I have feiled almnoest wholly t6 convey thon in
storicse Iy venity, on the othor hand, lics in the perception that, incdequote as I
sy, I can't think of vory nony others who have done even as well, pmch loss bettors

QUESTION T:

Apropos of nothing, I reocmbor the poverty so vividly described in
GLADIATOR=AT=LAT, ond now here in THE 4GE OF THE PUSSYFOOT, Your protagonists!
torror of it, and their cventual realization that life goes on, rogardlesss Iflo
curious to lmewr if this is bascd on personal eoxpericnccs

ASTTER:

Havo I had & personel oxpeiicnce of poverty? Surce As a kid I s.nmge, with
the pondulun of oy father!s fortunes, and ho vas a plungore One weok we lived in a
suite in a lwoury hotel, the next we wore looking for a rooning housc to take us in
on credite I don't think it scarcd mo, oxactly, but it did affoct my attitudos, ale
though by the ting I was tiolve or thirtcon the swings had pretty ouch loveled outs

I no longor worry nuch about poverbty, partly because I've rade a roasonable
coount of neoncy and partly becausc money isn't what I want anyiay. (The on¢ great
gnod thing about ny life is that I don't have to do anything just for ooney, because
it has tumed ouf that people will give no noney for doing things I would gladly hawve
done for nothing anyway.) If I becene poor I would be soriously annoycd, at loast
tenporarily, becavsc it would noan that I couldntt tako the kids to Europe or fly
the vhole fanily to Bemmwda to get out of the cold weathor or keep throo cars 2nd

gix TV scts any norc; but in the long run vhat it would probably ncan would be that



we'd sell out and move o some choaper, but quite likely plessanter and more
inferesting, place.

QUESTIQN 8:

It ia not uncommon for a writer to say he writes to clarify his thoughts to
himself, as well as to stimvlate and entertaine On the other hond, we have D. He
Lewrence's perspective that his thoughts arose from the material at hande Do you
think of yourself as & social obsexver utilizing the medium to express youxr opinions
= 0r Would you write if you had no opininns vhatever?

Also, what is your cpparent fondness for the short story?

ANSWERs

I can't imagine what I would be lilw if I had no spinions (I can't bolieve
that a persen with no opinions is even humn)e Someone nuce said that the proper
title for any litcrary work is "How 1o be Liore Like Me.," I agree that this is so; I
write for the same reason any other writer writes, because I fecl that I have somow
thing to say that should be said.

The material shapes my thoughts as much as my thoughts shape the matcrial.
I can distinguish betwcen the two in othor people'’s work, sometimes, I thinlke I am
sure I cen't very well in'my otine T

In the samo way, thc docision to write a novel, a2 novelette, or a shord
story is in part beccouse of the matorial and in part my ome I can't give up & gene
erel rulo, becauss each case is differonte Lot me go back a little bit behind your
question and talk about how writcrs writc.

A professional viriter scldem sits dowm to write because he is inspired to
say one particular thing at that particular timecs His head is alvays abuzz with
bits and picces of things he sort of wants to think out and put dovm, and what makes
him write onc thinz rether thoan another is ordinarily en extemeal force such &s an
editor or publisher:s he is askeod to ¢ontributo a short story to a magazine or a book,
or he has to fulfill a book contrect, or he seces a market and tries to find some-
thing to scll to ite

/,;{J;{



The adventagos of this are two: First, financial; he stends to make more
money by producing something that somoone is lmom to went to.buy than by prnducing
something that ho thinks is worthwhile, but that has to scll itself to a customer.
Sccond, it causes him o write in the first placee

The disadvantoges, howcver, are severce 1 have a stack of about twenty sf
novels that I've read, waiting to be reviewed, and frankly I havcn'{: thg heart 6 Te-
viow thom beocause thoy arc so unifommly lousy. If thoy nave one thw.;; in common, it
is that none of thom, not oven onc of them, is quito worth the spacc it takes uPe
Most of thom are vnrth very littlo because of incompetonce on the part of the vrite
ers; it appears that anything that is cslled sf and comes out to at loast 502000
words will get published by somebody, seoner or latére But cven the ones which haYe
some good qualitics are fat, bloated, strctched out, milked. The reason for this is
the pressurc of tho markot; thore is littlc market for short storics and novelettes,
an insatiablc market for novclse 1

So if you are a writer of moderate talent and standing, vhat do you @o vith
your short story ideas? Why, you do vhat cverybody clsc docs: you pad them out to
60,000 words, whother they can stand it or not.

For various rcasons I've been wader less pressure than many writors in this
wey; so Ifve boon able to resist the Yomptation at least part of the times I'm not
rcally particularly fond of tho short story qua short story, but I've beon able to
avoid the necessity of tuming 2ll my short story ideas into jumped~up novels.

QUESTION 9:

Agside from short storics, you writo novels, ¢ssays; ynu cdit magazines and
attend fan functions; you lecture and do stints as a panclist on radio shows: Do you
foel at home in any onc of these activities moré than the others? Or do yosu feol
that familiar restlessness when doing onc thing, to being deoing another?

ANSWER:

Well, first and foromost, I consider myseclf a writere

Anything clsc I do has to accomodate itsolf tn that facte When occasion
pemits, I enjoy lecturing. I'm ham cnough to get & charse out of making 1800 poople
lauyzh or think about semctliing they've never traubled to consider beforce I find a
hell of & lot of uscful feedback from lecturingy too; the questions from tho fooxr,
tho casual commonts aftcxward, the opportunity to interact with non-litorary types =
ell this is good stuff for mc, and probably would be for any writere But if loctur—
ing interfores with writing I lay off lecturing, In facty, I have done sno for most of
this ycar; apart from tcaching a couple of colloge courses and one or to previous
ongagements that I couldn't et out of, I've accopted only about half a dozon lccture
invitations in calendar 1970, and each of thom for a particular reasen. It had
simply rcachod the point whoere I couldn't do somc of the writing I wantod. (Current=
ly, therc arc throo books and tio megazine projects, including & sorics of intorvicws
for PLAYBOY,) :

Editing is another mattors If T had to choase betwecn cditing and writing,
oithor one to tho exclusinn of tho sthor, I would havo to think & 1ittlc hardor. I
probably would still cheosc writing, as & goncrel principlo, but with more rezgrct.
Hovevery I don't have that frocdam of choice in any rcalistic somsce I gave wp
editing not because it was interxforing with writing but because editing itsclf boecamo
uwattractive under the conditions currently opon to ma,

An cditor is & niddlcuw@n betweon various pairs of imperetivess Betwoen the
publisher and the writer; between the uriter and the reader; botwoon art and tho
marketplace; I could go on multiplying yings and yangs indefinitolys. The interests
of the opposite pairs arc often incompatibley so the ceditor has to worlk out thoe loast
danaging compromisce

This is protty abrasive on hime John Campbell once lumbered over o mo at
& dimmer party, grabbed me by the lapol and said, "Fred, do you roalize that cvery
cditor whe doesn't vork at scicnce with his hands goos crazy in throo yoars?t VWell,
Ilhad scverel answors to make to that, of courses Bub editors, particularly sf

0



editors, do.oporatc under & bitch of a strein. Half 2 dozon of thom have crecked
up, one way or another, and a lot of others would have if only thoy had had the por-
coption and the diligonce to accept their responsibiliticse

Host things worth doing includo straing but it scoms to me of latc tho job
of sf editor, at lcast of megazincs, has become increasingly stressful and less row
vardinge I may bo wrongs I may just be that I'm getting oldere Bubt thirty ycars
ago tho only difficult part of my job, as oditor of ASTONISETIG STORIES and SUPER
SCIENCE STORIES, was gotting writers to give me storics I likeds Two years ago that
was only one difficult task out of many; I also had, as cditor of CALAXY and IF, to
try to got distributors to put the magazines out vhore people could find them, printe-
ors to sct type with only & fow crrors and print pages without gotting very meny of
them upside dowm, advertiscrs to kick in & fow bucks for spacc, and so one All of
these tasks wore just as difficult as dealing with vriters, and en awuful lot less
e

The way arownd those perticular tasks is o work for a large publishing
house thet maintains & staff of spocialists to do 2ll that miscreble stuffy John has
that going for him at Conde Nast, for instanccs That optitn was not open to me, at
lecast not without a lot of other disagrocable involvements, becausc I also happen to
feol that therel!s no point being an editor unless you can make all the oditorial
decigions yoursg¢lf. Fow large publishing companios allow their oditers this frcedome

At some futture date I may find the right combination to edit sf, either in
book or magazine fomm, 8gaine When I'm not doing it I miss ity I love the creative
parts of ity the findins a fomat in yhich to publigh & story for maximum eifect
(cf THE DRAGQI MASTERS), the bringing 2long & writer who makes it (cof Larry Niven,
Re Ao Lafferty), the providing & showplace for kinds of stories that haven't been
available before (cf INTERWATIOHAL SCIENCE FICTION) and 80 one

But most of ity I don't miss at alls

QUESTION 10

While editor of IF/GALAXY, you are reputed 6 have said thet your readerw
ship consisted of fourteen-year-olds and their parents, and that you would print
nothing that would offend the parentse Is this true or false?

AlTSWERs

Frenkly, Paul, it's a damn silly questions. I meam, youlve seen copies of
CAIAXY and IFe If it were true that I tried to lkeep out of them any matter which
mizht be offensive to fourteen years olds and their parents, it is gquite clear that
I didn't succeed very welle I don't lmow of any "sensitive" subject that was not
dealt with in numerous stories in GALAXY and IF during my tenure, Sex, race, reli-
gion, politics == if there is something I prevented people from writing about, could
you possibly tell me what it is? :

I did, of course, from fime-to.time cut out certain specific words which
seemed to be offensives There was no hard and fast rule about thisy a word wvhich
might be undesireble in one context would be obviously necessary, and therefore left
in, in anothers And vwe are talking about a time several years past now; I'm not
sure I would feel as strongzly todaye Bui I'm not sure I wouldn't eithers I ould
have to judge each stnry on its oim meritse _

The principal reason for making editeorial changes is to please readers e
or to avoid displeasing readers, which comes to much the séme thinges On the recoxd,
I was pretty good at thate When I took the magazines over, they were bi~-monthlies
rmuming in the reds When I laft them they yere both monthlies running in the blacks
I 7on the editing Hugo for three years sirfight. Every year there ére more stories
from my whgazines winning Hugos end lebulas than from any others So, as far as these
things can be measured, I think I did about as much as I could &% pleasing readers.

As far as avoiding displeasing readers is concermed, there aren't as good
measures to be mades The only Ay you can tell when you've really displeased readers
ig when they take the trouble to write you about it, perhaps cancellinz subscrip-
tionse That didn't happen oftens The only story that produced any sizable nurtlbe:vc-l1



of complaints was Brian Aldiss's THE DARK LIGHT YEARS, dealing with aliens who
regexded moving their bowels as & sacremental ast, and the complaints were nnt
perticulaxly violent.

The mnst vioclent complaints we ever got were not for a storys they were
about Lester dsl Bey's lighly unfavoreble review of 200l. One of the reasons vhy I
an not overe=fond of Wew Wavers is the orggaized lynch mob that spreng up amiong their
hanzers-on at that point; we were threatenmed with all sorts of retribution, in vioce
lent and stupid tems. But that!s a separete problems I often disagreed with what
Lester, 4. J. (Budrys), and other columnists had to say; bubt I never censored their
saying its, One columist kept mAking gross factual errors wntil I dropped himg I
seldem even chanzed theme I never once rejected a story because it was "too
daring"e Kot once. Mot evers

I do feol the current emphasis on sex, for instance, in sf is 2 retrogrede
movement; damn few writers have anything origindl to say on the subject, end most
stories in that arca are pretty poor stuffe Bubt vhen a writer did have anything
interesting to say aboul sex, I think he was moxe lilkely to be able to say it in
GAIAXY and IF than in any other profession2l sf magazine. When they were &nod, I
printed them, even if they were dirty. When they were bad, I bounced them, even
if they were clean. Or anywvay I came as close as I could.

finis.
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PS5 NO MORE

TERRY  JEEVES

Hirem T. Poopsnagsle was prepering breakfast. He spnoned & dollop of sugar
into & mug of watexry coffee while absently wondering what to do with his first mile
lion once he mansged to make ite A curl of black suoke mexked the start of & protest
demonstretion by the neglected bread in the teasters Hastily rescuing the burnd
sacrifices, Hirem 1iberelly smeared them with a half inch layer of gooey butter
topped with & dollop of stravwberry jere

With his salivary glends commencing their limbering up exercises, he can-
ried the feast into the sitting roam, tripped neatly over the cable to the standard
lamp, &nd hurled the treyfull across the roome The coffee went over the cat, which
signified its disapproval by venishing out of the windowe The slices of toast des-
cribed neat pareabolas and landed on the carpet — gooey side dom, ... SPLAT!

Hiram nmade the cortico-thalamic pause o calm his nerves, then followed it
up with a lifetime's collection of assorted adjectivese He bent dowm to retrieve
the debris from the Axminsters '"Blasted stuff," he grumbled. "Why does it always
land sticly side dowm?* It was then that Hirem had his flash of inspiretion. He
dashed into the kitchen, grebbed a loaf of bread, a hunk of butter and a pot of jame
Quickly toasting the bread, he smeared it with butter and jam, then dashed back into
the sitting room to begin his investigation into a strange ancmaly in the laws of
chances Pushing back the fumiture, Hirem happily began tossing toast into the air.

Tvio hours later, he stood amid the debris cluttering the carpet and tntted
up his experimental results. He smiled as the figures confimmed his experimental
hypothesis. 94 tossings of toast had resulted in 87 cases of "jam dovm" as against
a measly 7 of "jam up"e Ever a stickler for experimental accuracy, Hirem hauled out
e coin and tossed it 94 timcse 49 "heads" against 45 "tails" confimed thet whilst
coins followed the nomal laws of chance, buttered tnest did nots The next step was
obvious to one of Hiran's intellect. He began tossing buttered pemicse The result
wes a wallk awvay win for "gooey side dowm," and a walk avay loss for the much
battered carpet.

Poopsnaggle scratched his head, neglecting the jam Thich made his hair
stand up in spikes. There vas clearly an affinity betiween jom and carpets, He
squelched acinss the mom and flopped dowm in a chair to consider his next movee A
softer, more subdued squelching t0ld Hirem thet he 'was sitting on a chunk of toast
left over from the first experiment. Clearly theny jam had & strong affinity for
trousers seatss This, raust be checked.

Hirem hurried off to the local park just before the office lumch hour,
faking with him the rcmains of the butter and the last of the jam. It was & matter
of moments to run along the empty benches and smear random samples vith zooe He re=
tired behind & bush to keep vetch, realizing that the presence of the experimenter
could easily ruin the tests Half en hour later, with the lunch hour rush into the
rark vell under way, Hirem walched glecefully as a orowd of anzry peoplc struzsled to
7ipe butter or jam from thoir posteriorse A quick count indicated that out of a
possible total of over & hundred sititers, 98 had ¢hoscn to sit on the remoins of
Tiran's breekfest, and of these, 84 were trousers, end omly 14 were skirts. Clearly
thought Hirem, the affinity acted to bring tmusers and jem togethors Further roe
search w28 needed, He nust get a grent. 13



Dr. Pmitt, Principal of Hel University, was at first skeptical of Hirem's
claims, but vhen Poopsnaggle presented his research figures, his interest quickened.
Steepling his fingers together, the Head of ‘Hai U, sat back and thought & monent.
Then his face 1it up. "A'larger scale test, that's what we neede If that confims
your findings Poopsnagsle, thon you get your grents Come on, if we'lre quick, we can
just get to the student cafeteria before aftemoon tea," He led the sy at & brisk
pace out of his office and across the campus.

The Cafeteris menager was nonplussed &t the request for six jars of assort-
ed jem, but soon entered into the spirit of the investigation, and uncarthed damson,
plum, strewberry, memalade and to n2leo up the mumber, one of treacle, and & can of
axle grease. He even unbent enough to help Drs Phnitt and Hirém spread the seats
dowm one side nf the hall with selections from the jerse Then they retired to an
ante-romm to vatch throuch a partially opened doors Hiren's thesis wes abundently
bome oute Independent tests confimed that trousers preferred jarte Dre Pmitt was
Jubilent, and whisked Hirem up to his office to arrenge for a large research grent
to bo made available. From then on, things moved quicklys. Faced with such an un-
precedented demand, the board of govemors demanded a final, lamge scale test before
making the moncy availabhle. Drs Phnitt thought of the annwl ball game betueen Hai
Us, ond the Anyy, An admireble opportunitye

The day of the great gane davmods Hirem; Dre Phnitt and the cantcen menage
er had been hard at vwork since first light spreading selected seats through the
bleacherse The gates were opened, and in flocked the crowd. Within half an hour,
Hirem's hypothesis had been proved an undisputed facte IFlushed with enthusiasm, Dr.
Phnitt grabbed the P.A, nicrophone and told the crovd the great news of the "jan-
down' preliminary experiments and the resulting breakthroush in rendem enomalies.

The thousands of intellecturlly emancipated listonsrs werc astounded to hear of such
a surprising discoverye

Bubblingz over with enthusiasn, groups with sticky pants waylaid Dr. Phnitt,
who after gentle urging delivered Hirem into their hands. Their numbers growing by
the second, they hoistoed Hirem overhead where he was bomme along as on the crest of a
wavz to the nost logical spot in all of old Hei U, -~ the swimming ponl, vhich was
€aPTY e

There, 1aid flat on his back on tho highost diving board, butter and jem
pourec} outo Hiram and he was flipped up, up and avay in & fitting clinax to the
experimental chain,

Miracle of mirecles, the topheavy psi~run ended} The "wooey side dom"
mile wes broken! Hirenm 1ivedl S L

Heo stuck to the ceilinge.

Jm . 144s ~
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The Worcestercon has mlled around.s.and & goodly time was had by all,.
The Giffard proved an cxcellent hoteles.the 1ifts never broke dovm except when tho
odd ti7it held the doors opcn for half en hour while having a cesy chat with a friende.
My om romx was very good, complete with fitted wardrobs, 5 sound chanmncls (all
playing pop musicaes.or 50 it seened), bathrocd, shover, washbasin and teilet. The
food vias vexry gond Yoo, and wondcr of vionders, sn was the banquot..e.which s even
served hot! Hotel service was always of a high quality, and ny only compleint was
that the hot tap in ny bathman was a trifle stiffa

I had a great time nmecting old friends and nmgking new ones in betwecn
catching progranme itcmsSe...which had the waforduwate habit of getting re-timed withe
out any apparent wming. For ny oun tasiey the con was too heavily loadéd on the
8 & c sidee Panel and speech were followed by specch and pancle EHowever, that is
very much e personal natter, and of course ono could aliays wender off in scearch of
nore faymish pursuits when such itens wore one

Drlvmg dovm fron Sheffield, I clocked into the Giffard at 11:20 on Friday,
booked in and in short order had net wp with Keith and Weady Frcomén, Dave Kyle,
Ella Paricer, Ethel Lindsey, llomen and Ina Shorrock plus their of fspringe.who had
Epring up quite & bit since I last sair thoms. Tho con started prompily &t 2-~o!clock
vith 'an emouncenent that kicloff was postponed watil three. Exactly on the dot of
3=11, Phil (voiceless) Regors introduced faunish feces from the audicncc. Next came
a lecture on "Life In Tihie Solar Systen," a fascinatingly frenetic lecture by Dre Je
Cohene After.a superb dinner fellewed by several drinks in the lownge (Thy did e
cup of tea cost as nuch as a glass of legor?) I lawyshed my head off at the fabulous
filos piroduced by the Delta Group (ozganlzors nf the Blackpool con for 1972) and
ettonded en Oope combozine collating session with the Pardoesy Ken Cheslin, and
scverel other cqually nice people whoso nenes I never caushte A shoxt Ste Fenthony
neeting wound up the evening, end I ot to bed by 12:30.

Down to breekfast at 8:30, I was Joined by Eddie Joncss, Later, John
Brumer gave & terrifiec falk vhich held the audience fram start to finishe Later,
Panecla Bulmer gave & pasterly talk on s=f criticisme Hor oponing was marred some-
that by a chareeter wandering all around her plonling nicrophones in strategic
places, then changing his ninde This obviously hanpercd Panl's style for a vhile,
bub once the wandercr settled, she got into her stride and fully justified herxr
prograome times, She did have one other interruption howvever...Brian Bumpess
neandered anong the listencrs happily glogging ncat pies and bottles of milks

The fan panel, greced by lielcoln Ediards, Ethel Lindsay, Peter Roberts 15



and Darroll Pardoo was another good item, but suffered from the fact that it seemed
the panelists had not beon forowamed as to their field for discussion. Nevortho-
less, they did & good job, and Ethol Lindsay echted by omn gentinents by saying
that she published her fenzine to please hexrself, not her readership. Back there,
I nissed aut Grey Boak, who sensibly said that he published a fanzine so he c?uld
put in the stuff he liked to seo in & fanzinoce This vwas followed by the auction,
vhore it quickly becene apparent that most natorial was not of the “"rere quelity
first edition" standarde Evon so, nost fen got good material at reasonsble pricese

In the evoning, the Knights of Ste Fanthony met on the 6th floor, and were
faced with & minor logistics problon in getting everybody dovm to the Con Hall via
two lifts. This was done, and since everything was ruwming late, it wes after
eleven before I went to collect the two candidates for Knighthood from the bars
Jemés Thite and Bob Shaw were the wsuspecting recipients, and by a cumning stretes
gem, James had been quietly asked to meke sure that Bob Shaw was inveigled into the
hall. I nipped into the lounge, tipped James off to bring Bob down, and the
ceremony begane Bob was flabbergasted to find the Knights collecting him from his
seabsesbut his surprise was nothing to that of James White when HE wes also cole
lecteds After the ceremony, everyome was invited to the joint party throm by the
Knichts of Saint Fanthony, and the Heicon committee in the fomm of Ifario Bosnyakess
e great guy end a worthy Taffman to boote The party finally woumd up around 4:30
and I was able to get & feu hours sleep before another 8330 brealfast with Eddie
Joness

After brealefast, we steggered into the lounze to recovere The little men
with mellets were busy boiler-making inside our skulls as we joined Brenda Piper
for & spot of silent meditatione It vas short lived, as Irene Boothroyd joined us
to discuss famish affairs. We went for a walk to recovers

Eric Bentcliffe arrived in the aftemoon in timé for the discussion as to
vhere the next Con should be held. Blackpool won the day, and since no bids were
forthcaming for the 1973 Convention an argument vas mowmted a2s to whether or not
Britain should bid for & Worldcon before 1980. To my simple mind, the various argu-
ments pro and con seemed so much hot air, as it seemed academic to bid for a cone
vention if we didn't have any group prepaxed to put it one Nevertheless, the debate
reged in ever decreasing c¢ircles, end fimelly fizzled out without & decision being
reached.s.parhaps as well, as it would have been most embarressing to have put in a
bid, won the Worldcon, and then not been able to find a host city or committee.

_ On Sundey evening, the banquet was & great success, &s mentioned earlier,
the food was excellent, and served piping hoteveand with none of the long veits
betueen courses which are so often & feature of such affairse

Eric Bentcliffe had suggested to Phil Rogers that it would be a good idee
to let each TAFF candidate make & short platform speech as had been done at previous
conventionse Sad to s2y, this never took placesssand even Worse, TAFF itself never
got & proper pluge Thére was one brief reference tno the cendidates, but to any
fairly nev fan present, it must have been 2 most perplexing experience to be asked
to votesseand pay for that voles..in an election whose meaning and origin had never
been explained to hime TAFF is a good thing, perhaps the greatest thing that fandomm
hes produced as & combined effoits It IS worth continuing.s.but uwless it gets
publicity as to just WHAT it is, then we may find it sink slowly beneath the wawves
it seelks to overcome.

Many excellent films were showm throughout the convention, among them
being Charly, and "The Man With The Glass Hond"e I'm & bit unsure about the latter,
but if it vere an amateur production it was terrifigG...if produced by & professional
compenys ss rether comys I missed several of the films end slides which I had wanted
to see, owing to alterations in the advertised projection times...but I gather that
%zald Bishop opereted the projector for the whole lot..ese If this is the case,



then he deserves a KDNIG~SIZED wte of thanks for a2 job superbly donc.

All in all, it was a thoroughly successful convention, and the rouwsh
spots mentioned herein, were only minor in what vas a really happy veekends I had
great pleasure in meetinsg up with lots of new (to me) faces and people...Peter
Roberts, Gerbish,; Grey Boak, Ian Williams, Maxlk Aldridge and his wife to name a
fev,soplus nf 6ourse meeting up with all the good old friends...Ken &nd Pam Bulmer,
Normen Weedall, most of Lig,; most of Delta...and scores of ntherse If ynu missed
it this year, vhy not get your name doim now for Blackponl??? The hotel even has
its omn ponls Tlans are afoot to £lood it with Blogs

mmw=Terry Jooves.
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READ THIS AD:

READ THE NEV ELLIPTIC! Elliptic is a tempest in a teapot, & bim~monthly 20-plus
pege fanzine printing opinion, fan events, pro activities. Past issues,
all available, have had: Ray Bredbury!s “These Unsporked Flints, These
Uncut Grevestons Brides" (a poem), Perry Ohepdelaine's Kinz of Space Opere
(about EE Smith), "Selling the Stuff", a scries of essays on selling sf by
Chapdelaine, Richard Wilson, Leingeng eand Glyer. We reported Bradbury!s
speecnes &t USC and Beverly Hills, Harlan Ellison's appearance at a bamquet
in Dovneye.

In the latest issue; NE #8, is an assortment of every fan acticity,
and pro as well, It's iromen, children, and SF pros over the side first as
Perry Chapdelaine says "To Hell Tith The SIVAl". Andrew offutt reports
fan life at the lawnching of big 14 in "Apollo 14: A Very Personal LookY.
Bobert Moore Williems discugses his 35=year writing career and his new
battles with SFUA in an interview by Glyer. BoD Gale reviews THX 1138
end The Andromeda Strein, the latest SF movies, including comments by their
creators made at USCl!s Film Conference in Marche Richard Vadholm survéys
"Science Fiction In Rock". Florence Jenkins reviews fonzines in depth,
YAIDRO, LOCUS, &nd FOCAL PODNT. The NEV ELLIPTIC is everythinz you need
in & fine cigare. To sea why send 25¢ to publisher Mike Glyer at
14974 Osceole St., Sylmar, California 91342.

NOW READ"THE NEW ELLIPTICH"
D)

CEHAMBANACONI

It will be held November 26~8 in Urbana, Ill.

Guest of Hononr e andy offutt Regist: 3«00 adv., 4.00 at door.
INFO: Don Blyly, 825 We Russell, Peoria, Ill. 61604
CEAMBANACON 1971 CHANBANACODN
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Science fiction is the predictive genre, the farsighted genxre., Science
fiction writers have foreseen it all. Fram the horse and buzzy days te the space
ege, SF writers have unobtrusively 1léd readers by the hand. Vending technological
dreams that today have all come true, and today extrapolating facts to shape to-
morrovy they have lilte monks put it all doim on papere For years shurmed as
perpetretors of cheap pulp zines blazoned with poorly-dratm naked women or eyo-
popping monstrosities, science fiction authors have todey stepped into the main-
stream limelizht to be recognized for vhat they actually weres: scientific secrs.

So they tell me.

People commected with science fiction, however vaguely, including vriters,
fans, critics, TV personalities, studio pre¢ss agents, and New York gorbaze men vho
pick up the txesh for Universal Publishing, will at the drop of a ray pistol
emphaisize the way scientifiction boosted things that are today major features of
everyday life but vwhich were ignored befores SI' readers have established their
literature &s prophetic gospel far better than religion because it seems SCIENTIFICY

This vhole imoge of prophocy has been built on @ delusion, thoughe Like
SF itself the reputation is more fancy than facte Science fiction isn!t especially
predictives Its successful forecasts are xare; like correct astrological predic—
tions they are blowm up out of proportione Ils predictions are usually incomplete,
misleading, and only minor parbs of a larger incorrect visions

The examples of prediction most cagerly flashed on listeners to show SF is
prophetic are the atomic bonb, television, and the mammed landing on the Moone

Buck Bogers first conceived of the atomic bombe Ve all kmow thate Ve've
heard it mouthed by pros end nostalgia buffs for yearse And what they have been
claiming is the sheerest bull: if nostalzia buffs held more sentimental longing for
Einstein's 1905 Theory of Relativity than for coupon~bought rey guns and 1970's
igmic strips they'd sec whet anyone who can read seess If Buck Roger'!s author was



e seer, then Albert Einstein must be a Biblical prophet, long hair a}nd alle The _
Theory of Relativity first brought up the idea of the power locked in matiers .Sald
Einstein, if the total nuclear energy in a pound of matter could be released, it
would yield the same explosive force as ten million tons of THT, This tidy ten mege-
eton blast was made practical when Femi first split the atom in 1934, and Buck did
nothing but add & Sunday=-supplement name for it.

Science fiction relied on reality to supply the idea of the bomb, and the
Manhattan Project was on its way to the final product vhen a writer in Campbell's
Astounding successfully described an atomic explosion. The widely-known legend
Tells us thet the FBI paid Jolm a friendly visit to see’ if they could arrest anyone
for treason - vhich shows that the only extrasensory power displayed was clairvoys
ance, if thate When you predict by only & few months, it docsn't mean much,

Television wasn't predicted by SF. It preceeded ite Imvented in 1927,
television was just a little yowyser than AmSzinge. Considering the age of the ine
ventor vhen he first got the idea (in his teens), the real story is more fantastic
then.any fiction could bee (In fact, tecnege geniuses lile Doy Dum and the Home
vork Machine usually get booed out,) X

SF writers have tried evorything else with it, thoughe Three~D, or the
stered tanlk, is a cliches In truth it's en impossible facte Telovision can be given
depth,y but from only one engle of visigu, and not for sale. The 2~y wrist TV of
Dick Tracy is improbable: flat screen TV is 2lmost in production, but the miniaturi-
zation needed to condense & flat cathode into a wristesized package is beyond us tow
day, end may never be vorth the yesrs of trouble needed to vork outs ILastly, the
picture telephone is something novelists tosk for grenteds The phone hos been availe
able for ten or fifteen years and has been displayed at sgveral Vorld's Fairs. Bug
nobody wants itl You can't have widospretd use of a phone vhen nobody wents ite The
price tag isn't worth the _view, and since the pajority of usors couldn!t affoxd (or
went to affort) a picto-phone, buyers would have limited use of their 1oy

SF writers then tried to work out television’s impect on society. They
have pushed the notim of Welferc-oimed citizens sitting in a posture=défoming
stupor before the telly, sucking & trenk, watching semo moronic progrem. SF writers,
like & lot of other pcopley figure the messive use of television cen influence
vievers to do anything. '

No one I=mows for sure the impact of TV: they just assume there is ones
But is there? Statistics, rather thon agreecing, disprove the assumptione Does TV
advertising cause cigerette smoking? How thot such ads arc bonned, tobacco sales
have ' zone up! Does that sould like TV has an important influcunce? The Great Pase
tore, senator from Rinde Island, ren an investigation on the TV industry. He con-
cluded that the violence on TV hamed childrene Supposcdly the shows are now toned
dovm; superheroes have bit the duste Bubt thic crime rate koeps rising and I still
hear about 6-year olds joining in benk holdupse - A freak oxample or two is all, but
it never happened before the past four yoars that I heards (Vhich still means
nothings) If TV has an impact on the outlook of childreon, and demeges their view of
reelity, then I suspect that far from blaming vieleuce for distorting their outlook
you should look to the notion that the good guy alitys won, cud that you can always
tell vho vas right and who was wrongs In the American society you dont't get to
chnose who's the good guy, bectuse there aren't anys The best you can do is choonse
the man who appeals t6 you, and cheer on muckyakors like Hadere There are honest
© people, honoreble and generous people, btut nobody is honcst, hénorable, and gencrous
all the time; most of the time we can't get the data to docide, and we really haven't
got any right to hold human beings wp to godlilke standards anyvey == as the TV
heroes (and fiction generally) would cncourdges :

Then Amstrong left the print of his Qzark .svampstomper boot on Lunar goil
in 1969, the science fiction commmity took it a2s a porsonal triumph. Yessiree,
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gaid fans end writors, we Imew they'd do it all alonge Now We're headed out into
space, nothing cen stop uvs now!l

Well, anybody who reads & paper can see where we'!re headed: back into the
wolfare business. Yet the notion that SF writers predicted the landing is just as
wrong as the idea we were headed into spaces Anybody with.one'eye still in his head,
who!s loocked up &t the Moon and wondered if we'd ever go thexre, did as much or more
then they did. Therels & glory in if, & dream, but SF has no monopoly on it. 'The
exploration of space was-launched under the ancient Greeks with project Icarus, rum
by thet famous scientist, Dre Wemmer von Deedalus. Unfortunately it melted away
after the mit:.al fli{gh‘bo.q

Science fiction writers, try as they might, didn't even predict the mechan-
ical fom of our landings To them it was always the same rocket leaving Eerth,
making the voyage, landing on the moon, then coming back and landing on Earth. Meny
previewed the step system, the multi-stage rocket. But even the mnst s¢ientific
psychics, Heinlein as technical director for the movie DestinationsMoon, and Ley in
his many bnoks, never admitted need for & LEll.

The three big c¢laims for SF, the predictor of Thinzs to Come, are flops.
These flops belie our nonexistent ability. Furthemore, Ray Bradbury narrates the
following missed opportunity for conjecture:

"One hundred years agzo most people could not imagine that someone would
invent & sgience fictional device which would result in deaths and injuries for
millions in its day to day use."

The device was not Hitler!s Improved Gas Oven. It is the automobile, and
it has killed more people than all the wars we ever foughts

You don't need to look back 100 yearse TYou don't have to lonk back fifty
yearses I don't think until twenty years ego people realized what a killer the car
was bound to he. They did nothing about it wmtil three years agos All this time SF
had been sitting on its laurels, never trying to fictionalize our murderous tume
pikess And we are seers?

Then thoxe ia pollution.

I dontt count as véry predictive the copyinz of the guesswork of the Sierre
Club and other, less rcputed, more hysterical, sources. If you want to claim that
MAKE ROQME MAKE ROQU! by Harrison is predictive, or that Stand On Zengiber = which
Branner edmits. was gleaned from newspapers ~- is & vista of the future, them to hell
with yous I Will Fear No Evil by Heinlein is more literexy in its crystelegazing
than either of those two. The Earth simply won't support the population Brumner and
Herrisoh proposee Produstivity will either succeod in meking a crowded America
liveble, or will collapse, incidentally lowering the population via stervetion. If
euthora wvant to be clevor and foresighted thoy ought to find a place frem vhich they
can viow the terracide problem intelligontlye

SP nover had & pollution story wntil pollution boceme the favorite topic of
Americanse . In fact, SF treditionally has backed the idea that techmology ovorcomes
our problems. Social crises rosult from scicnce, yos, but tho idea that progross
would be its ovm undoing physically was given bardly a thotghte

SFs the great oracles Yos, ladics and gontlemen, it was this groet orecle
that told us how Dianctics would become the mindescionce of the futurce God save us
frem the Clcarcd,

Howevor, thorc's ene consolation that Amorican citizons can take from this
forecloaurc on Delphis Writers from CM Kormbluth to James Bl ish, Heinlein to Spinyed
have predictod that the US will be dominated by Russia within the noxt hwdred yearsae
They say that the commisars will have thoir waye
, Shut dowm the amy, boysl Save yourselves 70 billion in dofensel SF is
e.lzgays vmng --the odds e&xc in your favorl



LETTER TO LOBO

\ April 20, 1971
Dear Loho,

It's bocen 8o long simce last we heard from you that I'm writing this
lotter to find out what's boon happoning out your way in Dallas; it's boon--=-~whates
—2 couplc of months sifce last we hoard your epic in the Voida 'hat cxactly has
boen / is in your head? I hope this lottor rcaches you and finds you wells

Loretta, Sara and I just got back Mondey aftemoon from a wookond with
the Hamriclks, Lorctta's family « « » fathor Staccy, mother Phyllis, sisters
Joan and Mary, brothers James, Robert and Richardw--—Richard and his wife
Barbara and thoir first baby, liclody (ncarly four wocks old), gave us a 1lif't;
they live in Dccatur, and Bloamington is right on their way to Wynet, Illinsis,
It's rcounion timc in the Hidwest!

Our owm little Sara, four months old, was widc-awale all tho Tay=e-100
milese——=vhich blow our hoads a 1ittles riding in cars (or eny other means of
transportation) usced to put her to slecpy but no more; shols too intercsted in
overything that's going on nov to koop the Sandmen company; (way beck when on
Serals onc-month=birthday she slept ncarly all the way to Chicazo on the train
when we went to attond Gail's wedding.)

Anyway, digressions aside, We had 2 big fam meal when e arrived, and
Richard and I drank cnffce while overybody godzled over the babiese When Loxetta
gave Sara her bathy I hopped iIn the piclesup ‘truck with Stacey, James and
Richarde——-it was time to scarch for wild mushioomse

YIe tumed and tiristed about & mile dovm the dirt roads, We found a
place to parl, and walked scveral peces behind the railroad trock in the 7oodswé—
bush countrye.

It w=s betireon 75-800, and the swmshine felt sood on my hoad.

This "wildemoss" arca consisted of scverel kinds of trecs, profuse
foliago, and twice wo stopped door tracks through thoe briar tanglcse ¥o 2lso
spotted such ncat things as cowshit and soveral patches of some wild flower, vhich
nono of us were cver able t2 identify: six vhite petals with little stoms of yellow
in its contory they stood in clusters from threo to nearly six inches tall.

(I picked some and carricd thom all the way back,)

Seven or eight miles wexe put on our shoes that aftemoon. Ve iralked
around two separatc pondsy ovor hills and dowm littlo-usced trailse Whon wo went
over the risc to discover the secand circular pond (which was only about fourw
foot deop) e spotted wild black cattleww~-vho immediately got parenoid of human
croatures and lopcd aiiays Thero voere only three of thome "Dontt be afraid,”

I told thome, They didn't cven look baclke Uotd disturbed thom ncar the ponde

It disturbed mec that we'd comc stumbling through the wmeds to disrupt their
routince I don't lilke to do things like that, and I novor get used to ite Any-
Wy, it was plain to sce there could bo no mushroomms in the arca, having con-
cluded it was too carly in the ycar, and that it hasn't rained enoush’ to give
root to and support thosc wonderse Suxe was @ ncat vialk in the woods, though,
vhich ves vhat I was roally digging on in the first place, and I kept flashing tho
thouzhts wish Lobo was hore, ho's in'love vholly & txuly with tho woods, and

I lmow he'd sure dix it hore with us, gven if just the tio of us worc out looking
for the megic mushimoms, Illinecis has some wild,; boautiful country, my fricnd.
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If / vhon you come sce us I'd like to take out for the hills and let you sec how
really beautiful it ise I#'s good kamma; oven seven or cight miles of it.

When we got back to the fam e had another big meel, yum-yum.

Thile the women gabb and google over babics tho mon arc doing semothing,
I don't know what, I wasn't paying attontion; I'm in a mocking chair reading
Sturgeon science-fiction and drinking hot coffcq.

Saw this pld flick that Saturday night on the picturcebox called
Draculals Daughter; I'd scen it once before and lmew what to oxpects The acting
was quitc uncénvincing and the plot failed to thicken. Real spacey. For an old
vampire flicl, it was novherc.

Swidey aftemoon Lorxctta & I bundled Sara up against the wind and took
a stroll around the fame Lorotta counted tventy-scven baby lambs! I took a
Kodak picturc of wife & daughter over by onc of the stallse We wandered around
the yard and I took anothor Kodak picturcs It't gonna be ncat to have rustic
pictures come from out & roll of film othorviisg dovoted to Us In Bloomingtons

Wiell, to shorton this adventure with the Hamrick family, wo left Monday
after lunch with Richard'!s little family, arrived without incidont, end plopped
oursclves dowm on tho bede o »

*

Wall Lobo I'm drinking coffee in my ctemmal big white coffec cup,
thinking of you and writing you & lettere Sorry if this seoms spotty in plecces
—~~-0ftontimes, as’ you wcll lmowy, I tond to remble. But you pretty well Mmow
wherc my head's at, this day or aay othor.

Quite anothor rcasmm for this particular letter in this particular
form is thet I fcel it's educational to dig wp things I wrote yooars ago o see
how I look at thom in tho Prosonte When this leticr to you finds its path in
a fanzine I fully intend to sot it aside for & space and roercad ity say, five
yecars £from NOW o o o tucnty yoars from now o » o to sce vhero I was end figure
vherc I am (in rclation) and got & little brighter porspective (perheps) out
of the life of Bill Wolfonbargor; and to sce how my literary style fades from
Vi1CVWa

Whon I finish this lotter I'm going to road some Lovecraft (I told you
e fouw things about him, remomber?) whercin he deseribes the unedoscribable
and napes the winamable concorning horror in Hew England and Arkham and Kingsge-
port, where xets gnaw the ancicnt wallsy whero moonlit graves offer oubre
nourisment, vherce Cthulhu moaus vast and chilling in the dcopes

Stay well, decar friend, and keep in touch <writh use Loretta and I
miss you & whole bunch and Sara is anxious to mect youe Dont't Decome 2 strangors
Koep your head up and locp the Void opene Ploasc viritc us soon and tell us all.
Pleasc send us your poctry to liven our hwads.
-Poa.co and Love,

Billy Ry

mm—==-Bill Tolfonbarger / Blosmington, Illinois.
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3-IN -1 DONN BRAZIER

TAIE OUB HANDS...TAKE OUR LUNGS

Oh, yes, I've got grey hair. Ii's cut shorty ton. I like it that way, short,
I mecan. I darc to be a non=conformist in an ezge of lonzhairs.

The cover of UT #8 poscs somo quostionse I have idontificde It is your hand
that will take mince I think it's my hend that is implicd, And 2 child shall load.
Okaye. But where? To what?

To tho botter 1ife? I mean will I give up my hot and cold ruming water that
spouts like mogic from my silvery spignts, or will ve grasp the old pump handle and
woxlk togother? Will I crcct the old helf-moon housc in the backyerd? I'd hate to
walk barefoot to vork = it's about 11 miles onc waye HMaybs your land ngver heaxd
of work?

Surc, w¢ old grey hoads shot seme¢ poisons in the air, the water, and tho soa.
That!s booauso vwe aron!t yot smart onough to save the poisoms and put thom to work
for use We aron't going to shubt dom. Some of s aro figuring out ways to use all
that stuff you don't likee Vo might havo sooncr, but no ono wanted to pay moro for
our productss ;

To the vottor land? Hell, thero!s wastcland by the wmoasurcd mile e desort,
snow, cliff, amd occene We'll find & way to mako it blossome Anyvay, you could put
all the people in the world, living end dead since Adam and Eve, in & cub¢ ono milc
sizcds All tho people in the world could be put in the state of Missouri, and &
family of four as an average could have & four roam apartment if the structurc wes
Just three floors highe

Poopl¢e Like to be crowdods Didn't you Imow that? Fun times are usuvally big
gathorings, and poople go whore tho crowds &rce 4 spaco of privacy no laxger than a
big closet is aplonty, In fatt, the jolm could sexrve as the quiet xctrcate

I hope to holl you woren't talking aboub leading us gray heads to a bettor
scicnoc fiction.

Some vriters scom to think sox is & discoverye If it wasn't for us old gray
hoads, how in hell do you think you got hore? Meybe wo didn't writc about it much
uloss we set out to writc & sox story or 2 bit of pomography. Why dilute good sox
with scicnco fiction? And vico vorsce

Trus to lifc, you say? Facc the facts of 1ifc? Thet's not what scionce fiction
is all abouts Enouzh has beoen writion about what scionce fiction is «~ by us gray
heads, so you knov what I mcane Thore has to be & sensc of wondersss ohy hell,
vhy g0 one

Loave me horos

Vith my old scicnco fiction books in which the mystorics of tho universo
shimmor and sparkle in my fadced old cyose

And say, liston, I don't have that meny wrinklcs.

Or if I do, as you'll probably say, don't you rcalize’ that my wrinlded surface
has norc ¢xposurc to air poisons than your!s — your young, smooth face? And vhat
I so2k up, you won't catch?

DARIY 1TY SOCKesoTHERE IS A HOLEeeoIN IT

My heel sticks throughe Now, Where in the hell did that hole come frem?
Eyes half-closed, I touch it. My fist goes throughs Yes, there's & hole in my socke
I layzh, I expected one holes Thetls the one my vhole foot goes throusghe Snmebody
in Teiwvan made it that wvaye But the_hole in the heel — thatl!s annther story.
I cusse Fot loude I!'m up earlys everyone is sleepings

I expected a ood socks

Then I hear that rustling in my gardene I peek out the window, hardly moving
the curtain. I see my nevly pleated towetoes; even & row of two inch high comn
plantse That's vhat I expect to see, but I greb my kid!s beebee gun that I keep
loaded and waiting for just such & sighte I carefully slide the screen, téke air,
end the shot plunks resoundingly into the cottontail!s rear ende.

Reelly I expect my gaxden to grow without supervision by any cottontail; but as
I s2id I did expect such a things I was ready, thouzh. 03



I met this guy Barry. Men, he could squeeze your hand., He had a joke in his
eye all the time. And his grammar was excellent., Ve struck it off, played golf
together & few times. Played & little cards in the clubhousés I expected & friendly
gemes I didn't expect him tn cheats So you beat me &t golf, too, I saide Harry
really had me fonled. _

Tonight I sat dowm to read & collection of science fiction storiess The ed-
itor's comments were a kind of Charlés Fort stylees Hints of thought, but nothing you
could put your mind tos Some quotes, some mention of the English professor who sud-
denly hit it rich with electronic rasher lines. Oh, well, let'!s see what it!'s all
gboute The first story wes harxdly larger than & page number 2% the bottome I read
it and tumed the page for mores There wesn't any. The editor filled the gap in
mouthing mush about the next storye So I tumed back and read it again; didn't take
lonze Actually, it was & jokes The whole thinge So I started and finished the next
ones. God Imowe why., It vas junks It was & crumpled up dirty picture séme kid lost
in the gutter out of his grubby hands Maybe it was & joke, tcoe I meen, blobs from
the sea feeling sexy toverd & movie actress, and all the playinz around in & deserted
ebbey with our vicerious peeper coming to take photographse I had to look to see
vhere the story was originally published, "Cavalier" megazine. Wowl I admire the
egent that mold that stoxy to the editor of the colleciion.

But I did expect scisnce=fictione

So I'm not reading anymore of that books Is that one of the "Rew Wave" things?

I mean the puys that discovered you could take & wild west story and change the
horses to galloping grizdas on lMars — that vas bad enoughe Since when does a joie
make science fiction? And that!s the second story I'm tallking aboute Oh, Riders of
the Purple Vage, my sock has & hole in ite Get the gymbolism?

Dam itl

MY CHICKEN HAS THE ITCH

I Imew & guy that wouldn't admit it vas raining if his barcmeter was high and
risinge He'd just wipe the reindrops out of his eyes and tale another peek at his
little old barmmeters Noj; it's not reining, he'd say.

He's the same guy vho carries his latest sgientific equipment with him w~ &
blue cabbace heads Seey; he bought this red’ cabbege in the grocery and soaked it in
baking sodaes Turmed it blues HNow, ho says, if the air gets too polluted with
sulfurous fumes, the cabbago will tum rod againe

He used to read Sloane!s AMAZDTG STORIES.

I used to give him holy hell for reading that tresh.

He's balds~hecaded now end has the drwgstore save him & copy-of PLAYBOY. I said
to him on¢e —- yos, vwhen it vas reining — after he pinned the centerfold behind his
barcmeter, I said, is it high and rising? Tho demm fool looked.

They say PLAYBOY used to be about girls and queers with nice clothes é6n. That
was & long time ago., It's nou right dovm the center of the mainstream, Yes, it is a
scionce fiction magezings You can't tcll the girls from the rocketships and the big
8ca blobse

The lcad-off story is a rewrite of H.P.Lovecreft!s "The Outsider's The charecte
er has never seen himself in the Versomirrore I hate to give away the plot but’ the
character sees for the first time all of his stuff hanging out, like intestines, ctec.
The Versomirror' is & self-disgnosis viewer so that you can count the cholesterocl
chugzing around, etce The main charactor is & lovely younz lady, of oourses The
shock is amplified when she notes & foetus gurgling in her uterus.

The rest of the magazine is equally goode

Forgive this diversion to PLAYBOY. Iet's get back to the guy with the cabbage,
Perhaps you are wondering about the chicken yith the itch.

Forget ite If you buy science fiction that ain't, you arcn't the type teo worry
ebout any old chicken with the itche.

Youtll read thise You wonlt even say, what the hell?

Wish you woulds

Pleasg.
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RECENT NEW FANZINES

SCYTHROP 22: from John Baagsund, Parergon Books, GPO Box 4946, IMelbourne 3001, Auss
tralit. This is listed because it is nowewnovly rcvived=in spite of being #:22.
(Originally was the remowmed ASFRevicwe) This ish is vory fine indced; you xeally
should try ite (40g, ctc.)e

APAN #1: fran Dave Hulvey / Rtel, Box 198 / Harrisonburg, Va.2280l. Blurbod as a
fannish zine & will accept contribs in thet cetegorye. Thish runs the geout frao
good stuff t0eeeadhaessubpar, vhotovor tho holl that rcanse A lirited-circulation
pub but you pay be able to got & copy out of Dave by telling hin how nuch yovlve
enjoyed his letters in lT & clschiCICeses

CEGENSCHEIN #1: Eric Be Lindsay, 6 Hillcrost Avee, Faulconbridge, MeSeT.2776, Aus-
tralice (Trades, otcey 25¢ por.) Wicely balanced contentse Pretty good for a
fon's first cvor publication.

ENTROPIGH #2: fronm Hick Shears (2ddress pago 46). Not quite up to the lovel of the
first isha Too much poetry, for onc. Nick nceds gnod, fairly short articles &

storicse Scnd hin sencthinge

COVER X~2, X-3: fro Joff Schnlles (address pago 47). Vory intorosting porsonalzine,
nicely writton & i1lloed. A loxger issuc is plamned. Stanps, oonoy, etce, will
no doubt get resultse

GODLESS #l: fron BsDehrthurs, 815 He 52nd Sta, 521, Phocnix, Ariz.85008. (2 tires a
year; 20¢, noitk ish larger & 35¢; aveilable for LoGs; nceds contribs of articles
and artiork.) This ish has & nice article by Alex Vitek, & picce of fiction
vhich I did not mead, ond material by the cditors He tells of the response he got
to his rcquest in the finmal ish of SFReview fdr the identification of & story,
which tumed out to bs Fredric Browm!s "Pattomae"

ASPIDISTRA #2: fron Susan Glicksolm (address pe 37). Foaturing lotiers, cditorials,
crxcellent articles. Issucd about 4 tines & yoar for cash or the usuale

IAYA #2: froo Ion Re Tilliams (address pe 41). 45pp, for cash or tho uswl; 1 or 2
pages poorly wincocdse Part 1 of a nice article by Mary Logz ro the history of
fandon: as sho experienced ity other good rieterial & o neaty lotior scction,

TTIBBIT #2¢ from 342 W. Culver #2, Phocnix, Ariz. 85003. 20¢, trades, otce A vory
thin, offsct issuc.

s PSYTAR: from Keith &, Walker, Psychioe
LRUDZ\NES tric Training School, General Hospi-

AR tol, Bumliy, Loncs., Englonds Now
up tn its 3rd issuc, is concermed
owhers solely with odditiese-fron the Loch

Hoss Monster to the "supornatural®.
Repro is not the best, but contains
gond articles with rmuch thoughitfoode

UNKHOUW: from Paul Doorr (address p.46)
This is annther fanzine concemed
alriost entirely with the wmuswrl,
such as midentified flying objects,
venpires, "magic" as concermed with

the rein religinns, ctce Full of

l bits and picces of fact & speculde

tione 4 issues for $l. Uorth it

to tho addict.
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Colossus: The Forbin Projoct; a Universal Picture, directed by Joseph Sargent and
starrinz Eric Breeden and Susan Clark, It is based
on. the novel Colossus by DJFe Jones.

THX 1138; from Vammer Brothers. It is writton and directed by George Lucas and
stars Donald Floasence, Robert Duvall, and leggie licQumiv.

There is an 6xpression in fandom that recads "this is the film welve been
waiting fore" Usually, hoviever, it's beon followed with e question mark rather than
e periods The sad fact of it is thgt thexe have been damnably few sciance fiction
dramas worth the power to blow thom to hell =~ though the urge to txy with the rest
has been quite stro1ze

Nevertheless, despitc the awful fifties, the quest for good drematic sf
went one There was considereble (and wmerited) enthusiasm for such dribble as
Fentastic Voyage and Star Trek. Then, &t last, 2001 heppenod and the quost ended.
2001 didn't win the Oscar, but deep dowm in our hoarts e lmew that it should havo.
And, to our anazement, many critics egrecde Same of us, dotemined t6 be contiery
at all costs, then deotermined that 2001 wes "“experimental,! '"nev vavy," "booring,"
Ypad," and so on — despite the fact t that the £ilm resembles nmothing so clearly as
the presenta. ion of pure Gemsbackien fheory of "science as wonder and “scicnce as
romance.”" Some people won!t be satisfied, but for most of us the quest had ended.
¥ow we could sit back and ignore the field of sf drema once egain.

Perhaps this is why tii0 such fine films as Colossus and THX llL have
beon. virtwally ignored.

Colossus was the first to bc reloased,; and probably the bettcre Despite
good to rave reviews in the New York papcrs, tho film quickly faded into obscurity,
partly duc to title chanmes (from Forbin Project, to Colossus to the above) end

partly catsed by an ineffective ad campaigne Presently itls double~billing at the
drive=ins, end you should make it & point to catch it.

The plot itself is & cliche, The US goverrment has sciontist James Forbin
build & huze computer designed to regulate and control all the défonse systems of

tge United Statess The computer is to bo totally sclfe-conteined, and onoce turned
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on, totally out of humen control. Amidst & gala celebretion the computer is switched
on. Immedietoly it discovers the presence of a similar Russian device ca_.lled G—ua_lzdé-

jan, end 811 hell breaks loosee The two computers join up end take overe Tho film,

of course, deals with Forbin's attempt to stop them.

You say you!ve seen that one before? Tou haven't. Sargent.quic::kly aban-
dons cliche, and the action becomes tense and xeal; & thoyghtful exemination of:'
freodom vs. security. The film's conclusion, like that in 1984, brings wp ba}s:.c
questions. Unlike 1984, Colossus doesn't stack the deck, but leaves the audionce
with the question ringing poverfully in_its minds This is‘a film that makes you
thinks it does not skirt quostions or provide easy answers, but carries your mihd
alonz with it to the final, basic confrontetion. Such & film cennot be evoided, and
should note GColossus is at lecast Hugo Award calibre, possibly even Academy Award
vorthys It is certainly one of the finest sciemce fiction films over madc.

THX, despite similarities in the basic questions it deals with, is a horse
of a different color entirelys A nighimarish vision of thé writer's omm conception
of Los Angeles, it is a "creative fantasy" to use his temm, set in.a science
fictional frameworks

In the story, what there is of ii, 8 "number" comes "dowm" from drugs to
realize he lives in an impersonalized, camputerized, Breve Név_ Vorld cultures He is
errested for sexwal perversion for making love with his mRte, and confined to a room
wvithout walls to ewait deaths In this prison without bars, THX contemplates his
predicament, finally deciding to simply valk outs, He does, and escapes his sccurity
ridden society. Aftor & series of surrcalistic adventures, he leaves LA, being con=
fronted in the final scene by the same question Forbin is confronted with in
The Forbin Projecte

Yot I said before Colossus and THX wore different films, didntt I? ILet
me explaine Colossus is, stylisticly, & film of intellects Dialogue is the. one,
ginglec most imp6rtant factor in Colossus, and without it the film would be docmed.
In THX, howsver, the dialogue is.of little o no importance. THX is a film, like
2001, .that depends on experience and imégery rother than on talke This in iiself
brings about some infecresting questions, particularly about communication. Forbin,
fleshed out by dialogue and thought, becomos & rcal person in our minds -~ thus we
fully expericnce hime.’ THX, because we can only scc him, remains & numbere. We con
see the man's a’'rebel, but until he communicates directly with us, how can we know
his goul? Thus, can W6 &éver really’experience the men or the ideas he reprosents?
TUhich type of movie then, I ask you, is the movic of expericnce, and which is the ome
of intellect? I digress, I lawow, but the point scems importants.

At any rete, primarily for the rcasens outlined above, THX is not the film
Colossus ise I have no doubt that the critical hoopela over THX will be great, and
8lrcady .some 8re proclaiming it a '"classics" So be ite Thé film is in meny vays
vorthye It has saue innovative and fescinating coameze work, end the questions and
ideas it poscs afe certainly important. It is definitely worth the fime and money
to go and sce it, and deserves e Hugo nomingtion at least. George Lucas has done
a fing job of directing and writing, end for a first film THX is a real achiovement,
Yot there is something about it I don't likes perhaps Luca'é‘.-s"pen‘b t0o much tinme
at UCLA and the feel of tho city he sgems to hate has invaeded his’om soul. In
Golossus the characters arc people; in THX they arc ofton as cold, stiff, and
wmnearing as the society they live in and .xobel againste

—emeaDaniel Diclkinson.

i
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THE - 5-F:- . BOGOKSHELF
BILL  WOLFENBARGER

Beality Doll by Cliffoid De Simekjy (WORLDS OF FANTASY #4, Spring 1971), comprising
115 pages, with cover & interdor art by Jack Gauzhan.
~ While this is not ams of Simak!s major novels, Reality Doll certainly is &
good énee Vivid splashes of Wonder affimm their logical way into the planet (wme
remeds and fanflung) of the White City end in the charactors! heads. Simak does
some mindblowing novels and stories; and this ene tended me quite naturally into
flashes of, say, Cosmio Enzineers end The Creabors

It took.me nearly half-way thru Reality Doll to glimpse Simak!s imagince
tive powers at worke And in his crealtions .of monsters, it seems to me he could tum
hands with ease and produce many fine fantasy~adventure novelse I can see howr he
would have £it without much distress into UGN or even (and perhaps preferebly)
into WEIRD TAIESw=~-muoh the stms @s Edmond Hamilton could have become e steady
author of weixrd fioctione ' ]

There!s very 1ittle “science" in the present offering, even tho this novel
containg e treditional sciencewfictionalized setting. The story begins with Captain
Ross (the semi~nerretor) (Simek is -the other), Sare Foster (adventure~hunterw
traveler), Friar Tuck (& blundering mén who achisves religious ends) and George
Smith (blind from birth, who now hears a voice in his head, genuinely). Their
search 1s for Lawrence Arlen Knight, & legendary Spece Wenderer who searched the
galaxies for "somothing” vital. Their search is an adventure gambit in & natural.
seeming end paturel-feel inzg imepinative fiction fremowedcs

You.can feoll in.love with cerdain Simek characters-w——my favorite in
Realitby Doll is Hoot, who is & dark htmp, with sovexel tontacles extending in the
front," .and vhose body "tapered back, four feet or so, end ended in bluniness. I%
geemed fo heve no feet or amnse IF vwore no clothinge™ Tropped in this stronge
land, they sesxch the planst wmtil they finally find vhat they are looking fore

It could easily take a few pages to tell you why I like Hoot so well, and
why he is my favorite charecter in this novelj but I won't becouse it!s much more
pleasurablo - (and desirable 1) to find out about Hoot and all the others, including
a tree culture, for yourself., Ii's good readings -

The Iathe of Heaven by Ureula Ke IeCuin; (AMAZING, Meach & May issues, 1971), come
prising 119 péeges, with interior art by Michael Wm. Kalutae.

.LeGuin's latest is most certainly e fing and fascinating science-fiction
novel which could very well win her:the Huzo and Nebula evardse (At least AMAZTIG!S
cditor Ted White sces it as & Hugo-winners) It concerms Georpge Orrl's "talent" of
somehow subconsciously melking his drctms come truce Therel!s the nofion this novel
bogins withe Thexe is plot and sub~plot and sub-sub-plot. .The ILathe of Heaven held
my Interest and attention all the way’ throvgh the readinze

It probably will win & Hugo, but I'm still holding out watll the rest of
the year in case somethiny better coues along.

The Verity File by Theodore Stuxgeony (CAIAXY, May-June 1971), camprising 14 peges,
with interior art by Jack Gaughen. _
The madn point Sturgeon is driving home is Love. The Verity File concemms
whother or not menkind (2nd the individwel man) hes & right to happiness; feeling
goods Sturgeon affiyms this in his best poetic mamers

The Play's the Thins by Robert Blochy (ALFRED HITCHCOCK!S MYSTERY MAGAZINE, May
: 1971), oomprising. 8. peges, with interior arb by =P=.

Nasty Robert Bloch is up to his 0ld nasty self in this shoxt tale of
terror, where the "shock" ending 1s pretty well laid oubt for the reader, whore he
builds conformetian abowve &ll elses It Just might dyew & gesp from a fow gentle
:gzadexs c o :




Tho Apnimal Feir by Robert Blochj (PLAYBOY, Mey 1971), comprising 5 pages, with
interdor art by Manon Catherine Clearys
This ono is easily up to Bloch'!s hish standards of & strange 8toIVeses
I refuse (absolutely) to tell you & thing ebout it. Start from the begiming wtil
you rcach tho ends Then probe where it left your head; it's e prime exemple of
Bloch et his subtle beste

The Orecle by Robert Blochy (PENTHOUSE, May 1971), comprising 2 pages of text,
. plus fullepex¢ interidr art by =Pw.

Severel madmen, & bomb, and & computer 8ll tis themselves together in this
realistic "ascionoce fictiom thrillers’ I don't really ses where this is science-
fictiom, thog it's more on the order.of fubturistic fanbasye Anywey, it's e vest
departure fram Bloch's carly tales such as The Dexk Demon, The Cloak, Beetles and
The Shambler frem the Sters, and is not even in line with stories sueh as Yours
T o Jack the Rippez or Psycho or The Gods Are Nob Mocked. The thome employed in

Orecle 1s surcly.an old .ane .by now, but I think it would be woith your vhile to
see how WAVIHL @éeaveslh, I moon BISY BNAA. ¢« o no, dam it, I mean Robert
Bloch handles ite I rather enjoyed it, because 1t sets up & bmsic premise frighte
flly possidble todaye

Hor Lover's Name Was Death by Edward Bryant; (FaSF, Mey 1971), comprising 8 pages.

Ed Bryent used to publish fanzines lile AD ASTRA and AD INFINITWM from &
an2ll Wyoning tom in the carly 1960s, end his own fanzines and others? used to
blugh with his ettempts at science~fiction and fantasy. And now here is an exampls
of thet most enthrelling of ell feanish love stordiss, & "fan" tumed Ypro." Bryaat!s
present offering (his firet to date in FaSF) concoms the ‘tree nymph legend; such &
gingle atory using this theme has beon tried scverel times, but nost often without
any real grite Not so swith Bryant'!s story. I laven!t been moved by & story in this
basic catezory since A, Morrittis The Womsn of the Wood. Do rcad this one.

~—Bill Wolfenbarger / Bloomington, Tl. / Mey 197L.

fou ean’t fool |

Py
T Kknow a
hoallucination

when

29



William G. Bliss reviewss

; - e CAHSPE, OAHSPE Publishing
2N BOOK e

s ARG o< oo, 20 2 5oy
o , s IL for $10.00 plus 40¢ postage.

- ) " : A Tistory of 79,000

ycars, and the word from on

; high, the Universe God. It

b is & re=print of the 1882

s edition which is said to be

: : first book s done on & type-

g‘ "N : writer, & Sholes mechine.
§ OAHSPE is not & one-sitting
5 ‘ book as it is 928 pages long,
&S 77 yet the fivst portions of the
A book often suffer from over-

condensing end are’ tedious
reading. Actwally, only &
few things in the book can be

o
—

' :- J touched upon without getting
R My /}M‘ o into a review that would bo
3 J scrial or novel lenzthe The
!k book is rife with messages
A and viséom end dreme and

saga (plus Space Operal),

The most importent mes-
8220 from the Universe God is
that thore have beon many improved models of hwmAnity, and this current one is the
best so far and it is able to hack it on its om, and it is going to ldye to hack if
on its owm or bite the dusts Aunother and most dportant messaze of all . sone'bhmg
this reviewer has suspected all slong) is thet snything cam be achieved (ineluding
what has not been fhought of boforon? with sufficiont campetoncy of thought.

The scionce and fechnology in the boaok probably are wellenich incomprehonsible
to elmost all readers, as that has beon sct dowm by saucono vho obviously was not
teckmioally fomiliar with $ho subjects Basically: othor planes of existence are
menifold, but in main they arc fixad in space and the "{fanziblo" reality moves in
orbit tb.roubh the ethyal realms which arc divided wp into kinzdomse hpse concems
the movement of Eaxth through the ethrel kingdems end each is en opisode of rise end
deeline for humenity.

The boock &lso has & great deal to say sbout false gods and devdls and spirits,
including swardien engels; also, one camot succeed on the heavenly planses if one is
not & positive thinkore Therc is & greal deal of grooching about how it usually is
nankind which limits and scuwaches dowm its owm thinkinge-which is & formula for
lousy living end difficulties end disasters.

Oehpse recammonds vegeterisnism, since that is good for the soule Of course the
book was written bofore tho pesticide residue problem. (Except Paris Green of
CoOUTsSae )

The book has the scoop on the Egyptiens end their pyremids~-they were comned by
false gods-=and meny charectors of history such as Zerathustre, Abram, and Brelma.
Also there is en astounding emownt of space operc, space wars botweon the heavensy
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since everybody elready was dead no one could be killed, but ecaptives could be thrown
into hells (vhich could end up incredibly hellish), hells end the domains of falsc
zoda collapse into mongtrous kmots of panicked soulsy & sort of self-cntrenuents

The less kuowing (enlightened) thossc souls were, the greater the possibility of thaj
heppeninge (How enlightencd is the public these deys and what is the officiol atw
titude towerds that? Crogs~index tv end the ncwspaperss Answer, except for minor-
ities like sf fandom, the public is denserously ignorente Even vital infomation on
placues is suppresscd for fear of panics)

A progeling emowmt of Ochpse checks out with what is obscrveblee The teclmology
of ethrel spacs people sooms to be sot and if anything new pops up there, it is not
mentioned in the booke They bowe space ships tlhat carry nillions of souls, dbut that
reises the question of how big is a soul?’

Tn neny instances the word from m high is timely, fram the Book of Judgemend
(Cehpse is & book of books) the word for the dreft board: "Noither shall eny king,
nor any other ruler in all the vorld, impress a8 a soldier, &ny man vho is wrrilling
to engage in were And vhosoover oboyeth net this my Jjudgement shall not rise above
the first resurrection in hoaven whilst wor rensineth on the ocarth."

These brdef notos are sketchy indicatimn of the centent of the book, bub it is
an excollent companion volume to tho worlks of Churclimrd and The Morming of the
Megicians, and Epistle to the Bobylonionse

. > venmmBi1] Bligse
¥
Ted Pauls reviews:

KING KOBOLD, by Christopher Stasholff, Ace #44435; T5¢.

Hereuith the further advenbures of Rod Galleowzlass, agent in residence on Grom
narye of SCENT (the Society for the Conversion of Extrederrestricl Nascent Totalitar-
ionisms), the subversive am of the DDT (Decentrelized Democrotic Tribumal)s Mowmtbed
o his gellant steed Fess, actually & mobile computer with & peachant for dry humor
end a susceptibility to epileptic fits, Gallouglass attenpts to quictly sulde Groe
maryels Middle Ages culturc elong the path to liberty end denocrecy.. He hos noro
thon his share of difficulties. Decausc the espers anong Grenerye'!s population will
eventuclly contribute nmuch to the vigor end efficicncy of the DDT fthrough their
ability to instantansously carnmicatc, the DDT's fuburc enenies keop retuming in
tine machines to txy to stifle the culturct!s developnents Gallougless, who hos
gained msought repubtation as e warlock begause of his couwad of a feir teclmological
dsvioss, is aided in his strugzles by the planet's espers, who are witches and v@r-
locks, and by the clves and other similar beings whose existonce is tho resuli of &
native lifefom ealled witolemoss with the peculizxr property of moldins itself into
ay life~fom stromzly caoush thought aboutbs

Rone of this is really crcdible, end it is not intended o be taken seriouslys
Stasheff plays it purely for laushs, end salts its pages vwith atrocious pums (on elf
neped Kelly MoGoldbagel, whose ancenbors supposedly emigreted from Isracl +o Imland;
is of course & loprecolen)eces

- - —

((That does ite This review is pueh longer, but I cen't go ome

{{Ted loves the book and says so in.languwyge that is wondrous to behold.

((Bub this is ono type of book I find revolting...eo I exorcise ny sovercig
right to revolte.

((Bwmor in fantasy or SF is (K if incidental to the story, but to debase the
zenre by letting it control the play nakes ne retche

((Tast ish Ted reviswed one book (by LoGuin) he liked, plus two Belmont piless
this igh he lilked {his thing, but didn't eare for twe others (one of vhich was enothe
or Bolnont niscarrisgze)s I sinmply couldnt't bring myself to print the laticr t7o.
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( E\'Thy does Ted bothor to even read bools he dossn't liko?
((Is hoeeesuffering foxr us allﬁr

»
Paul Valker revievs:

Isk of Chaos -~ Jolm Jakes
The Star Virus « Barrington Je Baley ~ ACE ~ 78400 ~ THhds

Everyone interested in contemporery SF should rcad, or at least ettompt, as
a1y Ace Doubles & year as they can tolerate, for the Ace Double is to SF whet tho
New York Daily News is to the worlds I'm not spealking d:.spara,gmgly at all, but
circwrvonting the genorel aure of suspigion end conbempt in vhich thoy emo held by
too nany fans vho should lmow bobbere Tho editorial policies, end artistic stan-
dards, of the Doubles in consbrv"tta.vm, and the quality is very crratice Still, thexre
isn't & finer source of Insight en contcnporery SFe

Woat is the latest cln.oho'P The nost up~to=datc definition of hackwork? What
inpact has the Now Vave controversy had on tho ficld as & wholé? Vhat arxe the latest
fads and girmicks? Who will be temofrowts stars? Yos, friend, the enswors to these,
end rany other fascinabting questions, may be. fowyd cach end cvery nmoabth in the
latest Ace Doubled

And now and then, you will also find one or two damm fine Lookse OCase -in pointe
John Jakes's Mesk of Choos, end Borrington J« Beley's The Star Virus. '

Jakes _1s probably the nost competont and exciting ulmown in the fielde Iverye.
one I ask has heard of lhin: ho is roputed to be e hack of four or five years stand-
ing; said to have had & writer's block that lasted nine monthsy and ho has done one
other Ace Double, Tonight Wo Steal The Stars, which I rcally likeds Anyvey, Jakes is
& thoroush profossional in the highest meaning of that tem.

Mosk of Chaos is din thrco progressive, yot elnost distinetive parts.e In "The
Strangers," & good-hearted slob by the nand of Ifike is logally narconed en the renoto
end enigratio wvorld of Tauce. Yeoars bofore, Mike simplewmindedly subniitted to expor-
inemtation by slightly less than civilized xesearchers vwho left hin tvo-thirds
néchiney inprognablo, but wappealing to his fellow huianss On Toue, he finds hine
gelf oapnongy what he asswws to be his omm kind. Tho Tonens wear nasks of great beauby
and cover their heads with cloakse Their cities are the nost irmaculate and serenc
of any in tho galaxy, end Miko finds hinself going broke in the best of thome

Befoio the inovitebls occure, he is gxontod en interview with Foche, the Tonen
Exocutive, and offered en opportunity to solve his problen and loave Téno & woalthy
nan, He ia to be toancd with anothor spacor lilke hinsclf in the “Game," a plancte
wvide entertaimments Foche gives no dotails, bub llike gots the ideca tho "Qane" ef=-
fords less than lauzhs. He lea.vos Foche vith & #I!11 think ebsub it," and rmms into
the r¢al horo (hox o:mo) of the story, Ab, & profesgional waian, i.o. w:.t‘e, rother,
whoro, nistress, who, suxe enough, gots hin inbo the "Gauc."

Conplicating matters is an obnoxious and grotesquo little wAn lmowm as Siam,
who clains to be the egent of the "Dowmbelow," a band of outcasts who live in the
bowels of the city emd’ plot rovolubions How Nile and Ab win tho "Gane," how they
ggam forces with Swvamn, and what happens to tho revolution is Jolm Jalgos’s lask of

NS

I tell you all this bocause Jakes nakes his entire story 8o pleasurable it is a
dclight to relive ite I haven't spoiled & thing, for it is his fine realistic style,
his inpressive chaxectn,rlzatlons, and wmexpected plot twrists that pake tlie novel
vhat it is. MNost interesting is that Jakes rekes & good nmotured slob (itiks) both
credible and synpathetice He is able to tell & well-deteiled end conplex narxetive
through the eyes of e non who understends nothing of vhat'!s going one The sane is
truo, bub with lass success, of Ab who nover loses her fogininity vhile doing all tho
horoic things that will delight Women's Lib.

He séens to be cnulating Cordiainer Smith in Part thrce, end the ond is
enbiguous, bul couwrageously different. This is a sheor pleasure to rcad end relate.
If you niss Jakes, I'a sorvy for youe
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Barrington J. Baley is e British writer, I belicve, who did & short sfory for
Few Worlds in 1965 called "Tho Ship of Disaster," that was as anbitious and disape
pointing as Tho Stor Virus, end I think for tho sane reason.

Ho is en acconplished stylist, with & nastery of languege end skill &b imagery
that seens singtlarly British. His prose is vory rioh as arc his charecters emd
background: too, t9o rich for the story he has to tell. This is the old one aboub
the mogus specer who steals something the nighiy and nysterious aliens want and !
keeps ono step shead 6f them until he finds out what it is and takes over everything.
It nover really works, bub it is uwswlly fun to redde

Balay brings his big qms to play on the plot, blasting it for 211 it is worth,
end that isn't uche He ocan do everything well, and he does everything to oxoess,
vhioh would be'a good thing if the plot was worth ite (This roview sounds xedwndant
alrcady.) Yes, it is worth & yoade I finishod i, I'm glads I will read every-
thing Barrington J. Baley writes, and I suggest you do_the sapg. And to conclude, I
will rention Kelly Preas's stumning cover for The Star Virus is worth & Hugo &ll by

itsclfe
P2l olkoTe

He also reviews:

The Courmmipaths = Suzette Haden Elgin =
The Noblest Experiment in tho Galaxy - Louis Trinble = ACE ~ 11560 «~ T5¢.

Eithor editor Donald Wollhein: has talen to drink, or elsc there’s & sube
versive clement at Ace: their latest duo is the best I've read in yéarss end
The Conrmmipaths by Suzettc Haden Elgin is singular in_their entire, dubious
historys :

IIX ye far future, wnder the steoly burcaucrecy of the Tri-Galoetic Federation,
babies bom with e "hish Factor Q," or telerathic potential, are expropriated by
the state and sent to the "Crcohe" for special treining to be nartyrs to the
welfare of mankind; for only by telepathy can man commmmicate across the vast
distances of thres galaxies, end rm@intain his douinion over then.

A handful of Crechs rejects have fomed e cult, "the Meklunites," living in
cournme, end practicing the rites of brotherhood on & lonely, piloturesque desexrt
world of the Extreme Moonse There they refine their limited psibilities for the
spiritwal betterment of the coaunmitye.

As the novel opens, Anng-Charlotte, ome of the young nmothers of the cult, has
had her baby teken forcibly fron her by the Federetimm, and is subsequently’ ocherged
with high tressom for attenpting to conceal ite She carmot accept the loss, nor
can the child, whose paibilities are twice the nomyg end the two plot e rewnion
et the cost of gelaxy-wids havoc.

There is @ stbplot involvinz the Federetionts henolmen, Coyote Jomes, end his
girlfriend, T#enz, end how his procuring of the ¢hild effeots their escape from the
clutohes of the Federetione '

The novel is only 110 pages, bub Miss Elgin writes concisely, with poetry end
depthe Her chayxecters are lucid and real, oxcept for & few lapses of oredible
mele dirlog, and & tendency to force wdérstanding of the bad guyse. Her landscapes
are hrilliantly evoked, end in fact she used all the devices of fiotion with extres
oxdinary pronises Thore is eccauplishment here, & striving toward perfection that
commands ettention end respect.

Even so, the book is & disasters

In the hands of a cmmscientiows editor, Miss Elzin'!s novel night hawve been
twmed into & HugoAlebula possibilitys As it is, the novel is beaten to death
by ita om artistrye

To begin withs it is & short story, periods The noéther of e psychié¢ freak
has the shild takeon from her, she plots to talw 1t back, she is captured, she
escapes, end e End of fine, fine story. Thé Coyote Jones subplot is minor
end imlem%, .except to tho therw, end even so, has no place in such & subtle
and balanced picces Added to the burden of & subplot, is the use of multiple—
viewpoints: six or seven et least, with "deowentary" chapters of reports between
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engy egentse

Mul tiple~viswpoints xerely work In long noveéls, except rhon they ere aspeots
of the cmmiscient narrator in pointless disguise, i.0« Dracula. They axe death
to the short story. Alfred Bester used then exceptionally well, but his final
rroduct resenbled a regnificent anecdote rether than & story. Miss Elgin used
the device perfectly, auly the. device defeats her purposes It is asking t0o much
of any reader!s empaily to concem hinmself with gix or more characters and their
travailse It_just does not works

I don't blame Misg Elgin, I blano her editore

The thene itself was obviously nore important to her —- I assuie she's a
young writer —- than the drews of Anme~Charlotite end her childe Unfortwately,
her refusal to porbrey her heroes end villians as "good guys/bad guys" wullifies
her effectiventsa end her neaninge Sho i saying that the Establishnent, by its

very existence, tends to corrupt basicall,; good people end corpels then to do
stupld and inhunans thingse The point is very good, end tme, bub however
basically good they ere to bexin witk, corrupt psople &re corrupt people, and
stupid people are gtupide Miss Elgin insists on their dasic goodasss, then lets
then do atupid things “zithout & convincing denonstretion of their oapacity to do
therz, (That is wnclear, bub read the book and sees)

Her Maldwmites, typical hippie-typos, &re amug, self-righteous prudes, who
frankly tum iy stordoh. They are supposed to bo the opposites of the wifeel ng
Eatablishnent, yet thoy strilo mo as cven nore stupid end selfish. Well, I'm
not supposed to let ny political or cultuxel views interfere with ny oritical
perspective, and I guarentes nmost of you will disagree with ney bub there
it ise

The Coummipaths is still the nost wmswl and pronising novel I have
ever seen in en Ace Double, and I wish you would give it your close attention.

On the backside of Miss Flgin, figuratitely speaking, is a delightful
Gayzhen illo for a delightful suspense novel, Louis Trirble's The Noblest Ex~-
perinent in the Galaxy. Plot is ebout all it hes going for it, so I won'!t tell
you nuoch moxe than that it is an SI treatuent of & "haxd~boiled" detective story,
casy on the "hard." The hero, Zeno Zonobiusm, is sent by his nysterious boss
to uncovér the truth behind the "Noblest Experinent in the Galaxy and meeta
intrigve, viclenvo, and nysterye. The tone is light. Thore ere nuuerous literexy
references: Harmet, Marlowe, Zeno eic., which nry rcan theic’s & vhole level
of satire I pissed. Mayvay, Tricble'!s pross is econorrical, his plot is rich
in incident end reasanable on violenga, his charecicxs erc slighily above
s*bemo-types, and the nystery is sufficently engrossinge Alas, the suspense is

ninimal, for he choosses to revedal -too nwwch at the bezinainge

I aluost forgot to mentim tho Josh Kirby ocover for Tho Courmmipaths
reniniscent of EI]SH, I thinke Moving and appropriates

Pl Welkox,
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EDITORIAL NOTES

It has recently beon called to my attention, by & reader requesting anonymity-—
obviously (heheh) a fan-that, in view of the "tragic" (his/her word) circumstances
surrounding this yeapts TAFF roce, & revision of or addition to the rules should be
mades It may be remembered that the wimner of this yearls TAFF, who will be gifted
with a trip to NOREASCN, was also in attendance at the Ste Loulscon. Personally, I
have only my memory of the TATT origins o o on & do not want to toke the time now
—~TI hope to mail out the first copies of this ish in just & couple hours—~to look up
the material in my files relating to the bixth of TAFTF.

However, it does seem to me that a very laxge porbion of the orizinal purpose
of TAFF—tn allow & worthy fan, who otherwise might never have the opportunity--to
cross the Atlantic either way to & Worldcon, major expemses peide-has, in this in-
atonce, been invelidateds What do you, the interested readers of Hoebius Trip,
think? With enough of you sending in your opinions the balance may weigh heavily
enouzh in one directim or the other tobring forth either & call for action or for
(what else?) indction.

By the way, it goes withoubt saying that I do not herewith metn o suggest thal
enyone should overlock the fact that, regardless of circumstonoes, every courtesy
should be extended to this yearls lucky TAFF wimiers

In thinkfng the whole matter over, my. ovn sugsestion would be that some kind of
restriction might vexry well b¢ placed upon future TAFF voting to prevent someons,
who has just attended e Con, to win and attend the véry next (where both involve
crossing the ocean). Som¢ reasonable restrictitm, say, like forbidding & person to
run wless he has gkipped, since his last visit, at least one Worldcon in the bemi-
sphexe involvede .

Anyone interested in receiving the pub YAUSTRALIA IN !'75" write to GARY MASOH,
GPO Box 4593, Sydmney, ISW 2001, Australin. 4 dollar bill should suffice.

NORSTRILIAN MEWS changed editors recently, now being available from BRUCE
GIWLESPIE, GPO Box 519544, lielbourme, Vict. 2001, Australia (10¢ per ish; sub §1).

And whilst on the subject of Aussy zines, Wombat #1 is received with RON CLARKEw-
1S Mentor #19, the latter with a slick (previously unpublished) Finlay-nude covers
Yombat: erratic sched, only LoCs & contribs will get it. Chief item John Brosnan
story of a wedding. (By the way, llentor 19 is 66pp of neat stuff; 3/41 cash; Ron's
address pe 41.)

*

Terry Jeeves! Worcesterson report is from his (IPizine ERG., Assuage his feelings &
bif at losing the T.FF race this year by sending him & buck for either a nice sel=
ection of Baok issuwes of ERG or for & subscription. (Address page 46.)

*
The "block & tuzblex" cypress wood lock found near the Temple of Kamsak (Thebes) in
Egypt, still worls finej its principle is exactly the some as in Yale Iocks todays..
but it was in use around 3,500 B.Cel! You'll find it in the German Museuh in Munich.
A finely-ground plano-convex lens was found in & room in Babylon's ruins, supporting
Pliny the Elder!s note that "Astrolugers used finely ground gems to assist the eye.
They were concaye, the beiter to collect the visual rays of the stars,"
ind I won't go iato deteils in re the coin-trigpered mochine made by Hero of Alexan-
dria tn dispense temple sacrcmerial waters Same principle as now used in slot mo-
chinea in vwhich & certain amount of liquid is released by the mechanism (& Hero also
had a device inmcorporated for detecting coin-substitutes!).

3

Leland Sapiro sends "The Sasquatch Sasketchewanian." (Sasquotches, or bigfeet, are
saeid to be giant, hoiry men seen in isplated high-mountoin aress.) Apperently this
is the official oxgan of the "Saskadchewon Sasquatch Seelers Society,” and one is
supposed to apply to John J. Pierce (!) for membershipeess Is this a_ put—on, or
what? Chief item in the issuve is a long letter professing to be from Dick Kyle. Tho
cover is repmnduced from Enerpumen (Tim Hirk: a Sasguatel looking over & RCHMP!'s
shoulder)., Is the august Mr. Sapiro up to his odd tricks, or is this all for real?
If the latter, my apologies to lire S for thinking naughty thoughis. F#
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ROBERT .BLOCH ' Must gently correct Roger Bryant when he says FRPAWKENSTETDN was
2111 Sunset Crest Dre the original "feel~gorryp-for-the~nionstor’ filn, He's probably
Los Angeles, 0a,90046 too young to reunenber Lon Chansy —- nost. of whose starring
roles wero based exactly on that thene., While nany are e
available today, Bryemtb can still see circulating prints of The Hunchback of Notre
Deme to confixm this.

Your owvm listing of Sherlock Holries portmyals in filns o:uts Arthur
Wontner, wvho did en exccllent job in British filus in tho early thirties. And
Willian Gilletto seversl tinmes revived his stage role = r:,_,ht up t0 1932, when ho
w3 pasgt seventys .

The scens where tho Frenlonstein monster rcaches fox the swlicht ds in
the L£irst £iln e I agreo it is nost ooving and effective,

FEE
RICK STOOKER Unfortwately, it is & lost causo to canpaign for peace in the
1205 Logen St. pages of fanzines and say lans should devote less time o fanac
Alton, T11,62002 and nore. 6 the causc of pedess’ Tho pmoblen is not getting people
. 1o wan% it, bubt getting every (wilatorel action is mo ensver)
coubxry to agree to 11: Thon to find & way .to enforce it. Unless Taylor is &
scoret Mad Scientist wio has found & wgy to elter Man's genetic struecture to
curd certain tendenciss (that!s not exdctly vhat I nmean but I hesitato to use the
11l~defined woxd, “instinet") that have been with ws Since the beginning and
vhioh we inherited from our anirnl ancestors; such ag, the desire for territory
end douinance ovor ono'!s fellow m@ne It wouldn'd be good at all to climinate
then campletely. bub thoy should not be allowed fio lead us to waxr.

It's strenge that Steve Carrigan should swggest that British fandon is
deade It nay be dead in Britain bub in IfP's lettércol it's flourishing; nine loes
out of 25 6rc fren the United Kingden, end three are frm fomer colonies (not
including the US). *1#

#1# Of course, Britain's fandon is alive and welle Perhaps Steve'!s rcnark was large-

ly facetiouse = Hirleesparhaps he ncant Scoupered t0 what it night bel.
%6 HEARR R



SUSAN GLICKSOHN "Deaxi"
32 1pymaxd Strcet, Apte 205 X
Toronto 150, Onte, Oanada.  "Yes, Boy Wonderd

"Hore, read this.'

"But it!s & fangine, dear. Youlre the one who reads the fanzines while T
scrub the kitchen floor."

"But it's e Moebius Trip."

"So it is, with & grumgy cover. Are you and Ed Comor fighting egain?
Do I have to read & lot of vitriolic difforences of opinion?"

"Ho, deare The Boy Wonder nevor disagrees with anymej he just tries to
enlizhten thems Bub this tine, Ed nenkions youl

Snatechf Greby '"Where, dsar? Where, huvh? Wow sensawonder, I'n nentioned in
& fanzino "

URight thoree Ho says people should send their poetry to ASPIDISTRA,M
"Tha.ee? Ohy, nol I just finished telling poople in ASP 2 not 1o sond ne eny
more poems, because Ifve been immdated. Everyone wants to write the stuff, bul

no-ong wants to read it. I could publish e pootry zine every nmonth if I weanted
$0eee Dub I don't want tod"

"So write and €11 hin so. And here, dear, 0o says you're em 'incipient tartar.!
Thatts not good, is it¥" i

"Whaee? Aughl That's peante Tho Taxrtars were & fisrce, varlike tribe sonewvhere in
Russiae Thay werc vicious .end cruels And it neans soueone vith a bad téopers Il

not vicious and bad-tanpered, an I dear? Did ASP sowmd fartarish? Oooh,
that's nean.”

"ell, dear, you werc & little fronchanteses"

"But I'm not vicious end oruel, even inecipiently, en I? Well, am I

Moll, doaresa" '

20 9l

"oh, no, dsare Stop kicking me. You're sweet, and kind, and loveables Not e

Tarvar at alls Now you just write to that Comior chap end zive hin & piece of
your minde Swveetly."

"Alter Bgo, vhat would Geis do in & spot 1ilkoe this?

"I suspect he might not ovon use the lettor - just teke the piococe of nind and
Izep quictl”

"Hrle s sbub shouldun'!t wo wvam Susan about the perils of Rejection? What about all
those pcema she dogsn't want? No matter what she says, when she sends tlhen back &
few disappointed soulg are bowud to think of hor as hardheartede A...pardons..Tortar
1ile -editors”

"Tell her to put then in the reject fileess.in Linbo, to be blunt."

"No, Alter Ego, I think we should epologize for plécing - however joocularly — that
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nentle in her wardrobe, end end by esking ell who get back poenrs o continue thinking
of hor es the Boy Wondoxr's Better Half."

"hat sownds reasonables Gelds hinself, with ne et the height of ny powers, could
ardly do nuch bettexs®

"Thank you, Altor Egoe "ho, by the vay, are you visiting noxt?

"On ny tour of Fandm? I plan, of course, to ekip your next-door-ncighbor, Indianag
the nmost likely spot is Pennsylvania, with Grenfalloon, Beabohere, the coing dbig
first issus of Jeff Schialles! nev fanzine. One thing is sure - I wouldn!'t be
vieleoriod in Toranto.

WK
BOB VARDEMAN ILecns You seent to expect far oo nuch oub of fandaii, Fandou is not,
Pe0eBox 11352 xcpeat NOT a tool for anythings Or ef least it shouldu't bo. Why
Albuquerque, should fanden be Signmificant, Serve a Hish and Hoble Purpnse — otheor
Mo 87112 than escape frou the mwmdane vorld for & few hours at a tine?

So we
leam to coomumicatc thru fandm, hth? There arc probably several parties whold
cheerfully slice each other to ribbons over the intricate tangles their words hawve
causeds.s.80veral, did I day? Illore than that.

That!s wiat cones out of taking fanden
oo seriously, Hulvey night indecd have leamed nore in 6 nonths vwith fendon than
hets done in 12 yrs of fomal schooliiye. Bub leaned vhat? Howr to got along with
peeple? Via lettors? I'd hexdly calll that worthvhilo sinco I've found that niost
people cong off different in vriting than they do in persone I Imovledge? Of what
and of what use is it in vhich circwstanco?

No, Loon, we should not try to force mm-
dang things into a hobbye And & hobby is, by definition, o thing we should like to
do in our spare tine. What you arc advocating is tuming & hobby into worlk, using
fandon for sone goal other than individunl pleasure.

FIJAGH, %13

Joe Puilia is being e bit snealys Sure, poople are hanged on the sdy=so of smeone
vho is en eye witness, DEvidenos of evil-doings rensin in’the corpus, plus oyriad
othor things like powder bums, fingerprints, blood types, footprints with Neolite on
tho heel, ctce Tho people seeing o UFO are secing souething, but whot? Maybe an ET
vohiclo, raybe scrething elsos I'd certcinly beliswe someone if ho said he sav o
UF0, but if he said he sawr o1 £41 spaceship, he'd better o able to prove it with
ocorroboreting ovidenocs Tho
ship itself would be nico, tho
ilot would be cven bettor
?provided said pilot wes 3 £t

If you think In going
to believe your

hizh, green end hod antende story aboul

or s otherrise obviously LT. boing out of
I don't doubt ET intelli- gzos, forget itll

genoes oxist, I'n gut-levol SCRAMI !

sure that somo inbelligent
e exists out therea Scous
lilely, but I canft prove it.
Would you balievs ne, Joo, if
I said cxaotly 132 races with
gpaca trevel existed in this
galaxy? If you did, sinply
o Ly 82y=80, youfd be nutse
If I boliewe what souecno

seos im & real spaceship withose f} B
ETs in it einply on tholr ]
8ay-s0, I'd bo nukts. }

So, in

essancey What it boils dowmn
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to ia proof, I can offer
eny nuber of instances
ugoptain Video"!{l vhere sceing is not be~
lieving (is tho noom
really bigmor whea it
corics up than when it
is oyerhoad?). If you
said, based an subjec=
: tive proof, enything
other than "Yes, the
: nooc certainly ssons
' : bigger on the horizon"
yould probably be 1lyings
! Objectively, tho, if
you told ne the moon
didn't ysteriously
shrink vhon it got over-
head by shawring ne pice
tuxres, ete, I would
have no eltem@ative but o beliove. (I'u ruling out tho case of doctored f£ilnms —~ I
asswe you have hamest intentions.) :

¥O! I AM HOT

I efreid vhat Fort did is accept purely subw
Jective pmofs To ne, objective proaf is digsing wp o ncheorite with T coupletely
uknown on earth enine acidse Or a 3 foot high, green Martian with antenmae letting
ne tako his picture or having hin hand ne the schematiecs for that narvelous fil
en{‘;jm of hiSeeces

Ay Riok Stooker has hit the fargot right in the bdullseys. The
SFYA certainly does nged fondom because wo provide the only feedback they are lilmly
to gete Even Horlan!s best is peummed by the meinstream crities (I'm thinking of &
cortain NYTimes revigwer and "LOVE AIN'T HOTHING BUT SEX MISSPELLED"). Suip off the
couple thousand fans and, truc, the bulk of the readorship is intact. But that would
be equivalent to a "Trus Confessions” writer hackiny for bread and nothing olsee Rew-
membery, most great ertists, literary and othoxwise, die less thon rich. ST ain't
literoture ~- thattls what the moinstroam sayse MMost rocaders don't care.s Only fans
care enpush to sven dobate the poinbs I DhAve no doubt that & writer can mtlo an ad-
cquate living withoul fondaa, but would he make as satisflying & one?

*1¥% Tan't it o case of one fan's meat being another'!s poison? Anywoy, the "Fandem is
a Way of Life" syndrome doesn'{ necessarily have to be sn hidebownd scrious, does it?

(And Fondom hos beon & tool to some—is it possible to disagree with Jeff
Schalles! experience?)

Fandan is composed of all kinds of individunls; there haa been no Yseleotiw
vity" in operetion that might wesd out cnes unable to meet & minimwm standard of
oxpollence—as, say, with barbors~—or & nminimm standard of mediocrify--os, say, with
lagycra~—zo all fypes and ages axe to be Lfound. SAL
MARY LEGG I vas vexy glad to sce Roger Bryant's loc in particular
20 Woodstock Close Flats (among others) as I keep cubtings on various such things.
Oxfoxd OX2 8DB. Englend. dAunang them Ifve just found o letter from & friend in Nev-

castla who has just scen & film called Chiariot of the Gods,
pPresumAbly baséd on the book? She tells me if's & Germon-made film, whioh stated
that people from oubter space had landed in different places at different times in the
pate Apperently the film "took you around the world" to see carvinzs om old walls
& caves of people wearing hais like space helmets and clothing like spacesuitSess.
Another thing was the markings in the xemotencss of Peru which from the eir resemble
raneys, nd 80 Oleecss

Kessy next. Sonbos, the Fnglish fanartist; vas one of the wabtchers on the
sumer watches oxganized by the Loch Ness Investigntion Burean, I think, & year or so
€g0os He oould probably tell you chout & sighting which T scem to rocall ho said hap-
penad during his stay theore (tho it was not secn by him)sese In &ugust, therc wa539




sn attempt to catoh Hessis by putting in fsex essence"s same synthétic, stme from sea
croatures. Nothing camc of that so far ag I kovieess 5 yoars ago, or so, I wenk
from one end of Loch Ness to tho other & fowmd it rathor eexyp-but saw nought.
the othsr band the INI bods xeported for 1969 19 accowmbs of sightings vhich they row
gaxded as authentiocs. :

To o to ancther quite different subjeet: your comments an overpopulation
very appositee You probebly saw that a camittee is to look into the problem over
hexe? A good signs I hope thoy do decide to give people contraceptive help on the
N.HeSe, it's samething I've folt strongly about for a long times At tho moment there
are too many coumecils who do not have FPA clinics; some whioh exist do not help w-
married girlse T new abortion legislation will help them of couxse bubt it?!s awful
t0 not give holp to prevent tho eotuwrl preemoncyeses Tho 80 far as meothod goes the
"put it in tho watex" idea has been mooted hexc bubt I can't see it coming off——loock
at the rmpus that fluorddatiom ocaused. And thon of course how do you qualify to
beve children if it does?

FRTHNH
DAVID WM, HULVEY Mary legz's accowt was cenjoyoble, Gary Mason'ts easy-going
BRte 1, Box 198 ead sinply-but not mintelligently-~said report an present

Harrisonburg, V222801 day Austrelion fandan sparked my interest in really getting
into forcigm fandaz (I'm atill idealistic enough about fan-
Gom to eonsider all fans brothers—-aot matter how far avay they be) eand Joseph
Puiliats 1lightly doo tale of the YGhost Road" all combindd to give me & stranze
wm fegling inside. Iven though you reject tho.labels-sercon or faanishe—I cone
sider these reps to be in the fine, foanish revival trediticmie

Bill Rliss conmonts on petco n2ke e feel e bit botder vhon I confromt tho
petceniks who used to bo ny coaupetriotse Hot thot peace is worthless, bub the ever-
lasting—=or 80 it secms-—~cries for Mpeawo now'" do tend tovard the trite affer awhile,
vhon it's rether cleaxr that niost of _tlhe people shoubing such slogons do so out of an
almost pitunlistic obeisance to the Messagze Is The Strugsle, nost tho Strugsle Is The
Messages Those glordous October days of 67~-and the maxch on the Pentazom-have bo-
came the disppl Meydey farcss of Tle 52d, the entifiXons and the antiAXnews have
mirrored, bub for the type of symbols they vorship, the same parencis end hatred of
Nediocxre Mene It was instructive o wateh the HaxdHats and FNevwleft come togethor
with almost en identioal oulexry of rage over the Kolley vexrdicte Rick Stooker is
correct when he says that many fans are "giving more love and Joy to the world than
9% of tho joloers we find cxyinz 'love end peace! in the strcets these dayse..." In
faot, he hita on tho najor reason I became disillusioned with political névenents,
that is, tho inability to laugh so mAny of the fogies, both old cad yows, secmr 0
exhibite Fverything was so sercon, so tobtalitarian in concept, yeah "lei'!s do every-
thing for ' £ill in your favorite cliche, end forget aboub 21l clso.

HEP

ED CaX esel fomd the nmoterial on Phil Famwr very intcrestings
14524 Filnoxe Strect Heartening to sce soucbody get & positive writoeup in tho hongw
Arleta, Ca. 91331, tom peper once in & whilee Saebody fran Your'! notley 1ittle
band, that is. Noticed e bit in the local papor arowmd herc,
tho Yalley News end Gecon Shoote TFour tines a weck £illéd with 20% loeal news, poliew
tioca, busincss growth, sales oriented stuff, end 80% ads, including & classifieds
sectim $het sclls alnost onything cid fasteese Ted Sturpoon had & phobo and squib
(euthor of Sturzeon Is Alive and Wells..) Where ho was & featured speakor ot a por-
ont!s night thing at tho special school whero his daughier goes. Talented parents
got tho b once a nonth (or weck) at this shindy. I wonder what he had fo say ot

Gaxy Masom's xeprise of the Australion stf fangroup Ristory, especinlly xo-
lating to Sydmoy is o nice pisco of history that is of interest now and ought to be
useful for lator historions. I wonder if Hhiero 1s any woy we con got sone entexprise
Ing yowngz fan with scccas to & great and noor caipleté storo of fanzinos to indox all
swh itense. It would certoinly be useful to saucbody, scnctiie. Going back o lot
furthor thom his socope in this ertioclo, I wonder whet ¢ver happenod to Vol loleos-
vorth., TUsed to publish mnterial by hinm on Australisan fan~doings in TRITAI (o genzine
of the lato 40s).
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Another fan fra: that cxe, end before, seens to have boon lured oub of ro-
tirenont in the pogos of MIe Doma Biczicr's litfle fictimm picces erxe succinet end
enjoyable
g .I cucss T oould look in ny file and find out whon I first read The Biy
Ball of Wex (I have the Sinan & Schustor hHardooveres.it vas thet long agz?...), but I
enjoyed the hell out of it, feoling that this ws/is truly & stf novel with 211 the
best clerenta of stf plus an all too-possiblo look o the future by e nan vho vorked
in tho area that works tovards shaping such things, all in the nanoe of narketing. I
foel it bolongs on onybody's sholf of basic stf novelse Along with Eorth Abides by
Stewort, to none enothor fron "oubsido" our notley 1ittlc bande Tho rcason I nen-
tiom this is trigored by the last sonfence in Wallwer's review of the fomwer title.
T an olso & Doc Savoge "buff," having read tho magazino off tho stonds sinec sofio-
tine-in 1943 t1i1l tho mageszine's denise in 1949 plus the revival af E‘«l}tﬂn. Why,
then, is it "definitely mot" for DS buffs? Unless, of course, fhore is sanc Seribe
lence around of that sort of philosophy of "If you ain't for ne, you're ozin ool"

Think ebout ite _
Rs Nod Brooks! cawiont re Wizaxd of Id, ctee I fear that it and its older

conpinion, B C, 810 ruming oub of idoase. Too neny tines thoss doys the gogs are
cooment on current thingz and the contrest to what is ostensibly tho basis of the
vhole strip(s) is too rmeh ofeee@ll, you could coll it oa andchronims Tho oarlier
B Cs were & delight end fantastically fumy, es wore the first yoarg of WIZARD OF
ID, Bub they ring in oo nany ocurronb gogs and it tolkes the edge off tho enjoy-
ability of thom. And tho ant series in B C exc just too nwuch. I could do withoud
thorme The \mm clms, naybe....

If Joo Puiilin doesm't bave tine 1o voxk on thot fanzine concemod with
HePsLovooraft, ho night nobe that péople tho axe intor¢sted in EPL write to
Baxry O. Morris, Jr., 500 Wollcsley, SeEey Albuquorque, Hew Mexico 87106, who pub-
lishes NYCTALOPS, vhich is devoted to HPL ead tho Circle, otCeass

R
RN L CLARKE ~ Schalles' cartoons arc classioc=—I hopo he kecps send_ing thon
78 Redzrave Rd. to you for future issucSesss My, iy, don't people those days
Nomenlmrst, NST 2076 1like talking on Fandon end bloving it sly=high with well
Australine chosen phreses. I agreo broadly with Leon Taylor, that you

should not get oo involved in Fandan, though it does give a
person & goeod circle of fricndse Scno yowz fans hore in Austrelin got involved in
Fendoo during their stint in late High School or carly University=vhich einft all
that goodsewthere wore o fouw foilurcs in criticol oxxnse Of course there is tho
slogan "Fandon is just a Godarmed Hobbyl'; thoush I think fandon is nore than just a
hobbp—fandon is soncthing wiique in ifself, and it is haxd to define soncthing
lmj.qmo ' $

Wolfenbarsor!s bit tas good faufic-—fregnentary, "thoughe Yot have soux
good book revisws in this ish, nost of which I hayen't rcad (the books, that is) as
nost of tho books here scom to be reprints and I haven't gotten around lately to
ordering cay fron Dick Wittore I liked FPowst Aleph=Hull in tho serial and have force
cagt that "The Day Aftor Judgeomondt! will win the Huzo. 4Any tokors?

N
il Re WILLIALS I wos pleascd 1o sce & prozino cament colurm even if it was
6 Grota Terrace too shoxte MTed Pauls cchoes ny owm feelings ebout Ken Bulnor
Chester Rood, as e vuriter. He rcally is & bl and cliched hack-eonly tio
SUNDERLAND , of his books hAwve given ns any kind of plocsure (DEIIONS WORLD
SR4 TED - Co, Durban, ond KANDAR), the rest being minor bores. A pity, as in pere-
Epgland, UK. . 801, Ken Buliwr is one of the nwst chaming and enusingz peoplo

to neet ot & British convention, cortainly one of the most

@asily approachable of pros and who is willing to talk to anybody. 4s for Mooxcock,
well, like Harlan Ellison, he is a good wiiter bub not very often. I!d also tend to
egxee with Roger Bryzut on Avren Devidson, THE PHOENIX AND THE IMIRROR is & nastorw
picce, but ghod Iows whon he'll couplete the trilozy, if evers

Poul Waller: yes, he's righte TFilns thot are £illed with gore are tasto-
less end pander only to choap gadisn, they eren't ort, nor even intorestinge Thore
is a world of diffexonce betfiicon & f£iln such es THE HAUNTING (it niay heve been
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¢callsd THE HAURTING (F HILL HOUSE ia the U.S.) vhich depends purely on tho tension
that ocan be aroused in the viewer by sufmestion alone and the irmmunerable Hoaner
opics which overflow with scvered heads, linbs, ond twristed mindless nonsters. The
fomer is art and can be scriously discussed, the latiter are either lavghable or
voait-tekinge Which brings mo to & pet hobby-horse of nines violeace Is the only
kind of pomography. As long as we live in o society where violence iw the oinenp
end om tv is perfectly acceptable for youwg children to see and sex is not, this
world will continue fo stoy in ths nmessed up state it is in &t presonte Perhaps
Robert Coulson might argus that violonce is part of our nature end we nay as vell
accept it. Thore are ney parbts to our.ndturcy soue of vhich we repress because they
axe socially wmacceptoblos It would be nice o live in & world whero vinlence was
aw of thoso represscd portse Thore can't be that nany people who would soonor kill
thon fuckeeas

P
BRIAN VILLIAIS I 1iked Loon Taylor's "Ostriches," although T thoughtit o
Kenya!'-Ballinger, 1ittle enmweste Rogor Bryent's erticlo would hove baalarupte
Ghe IMigsondon, Buckse, o©d ne if I could geb Anorican books locally, so it's per-
Enland, UdKe haps & good thing that I canlteess

YTou talk in your colum of US julges who ere "noronic
bigots" ead this yominds oo to ask whother you have heard the sickoning “Bellad of
Ite Calley." Appalling, musically and norally. L% _

You'ye using sone very nico artworke Rotslor and Schnlles I really like,
and the occagional Jeeves illo malmws o fecl at hano. ’

#1*¥ Those vorsos werc printed in TIE, es I recall, and ny glance daxbed over than
in passinge I nuch prefer Chopin or G & Sy to bo porxfectly candid.
T K Kt

JOHN PIGGOTT e oo8d, T thouzht you were préducing o fonmish fonzines So what
17 Momaouth Rde, Oxe all those tirxed old book xeviows deing in it? I think yould
Oxford, OX1 4T be for better to leave the sf to iOgs like Speculation that do if
Englond, UsKe well—I don't £ind & oollection of book reviews toerribly interesie

) i whon they're hidden fzong 011 the fammish nodierinl you havoe
I 1iks book revieus, but think fhey should bo kopt well inaide the purcly sercon
zines. Scrious discussion of af cud book reviews go well tozsthor~your carbination
of gorioua book xeviews end the trdvial bub Interesting fomuish stulf tends to grete
a littles It nokos the book reviews eseen dry end wiatcrosting, ond the fommishe
ness trivial and pointlosse I much prefor good famnish nptericl enyways; and itts
tho fammish stuff that tonds $o lasts T dontt kiow 1w nano of o ginglc scrom nfghm
zing of 10 or 80 yoears 3o, whoreas I've hoard of quite o lot of faumish ones of fhad
cxt, Vhich are spoken of with nosialgic effection by thosc that have read theme I
haventt, of coursCeses

Mushlingts arxrbicle was o nioce surprise, vory rcaldeble tnd quibe fimmy in

pE\-rbs). Didatt realize M. woa such o fan of Haxloy Ellisom, though (lemgbh of hop
title).

Bill Bliss hasa o vory worped idea of hwoa notunde Ho spins & nice fairy
stoxry obout peacoful pooplo, bub tlag iffs wvery far from the truth. The great majors
ity (say about 99.%%) of peoplc exc not peacefuls For fron ite Uswlly it doesn't
appodr in violenes, sincé our society lovics pennliics on peoplo who use oxcessive
violanoe, but it's thore, coming out in more subtlo wayse Fans aren't exceptions
oithore Tho phrase "blood rmms fost in the lettoxcol" thot!s boen uged in nore than
e few fanzing roviews springs to ninde If you think about it, that's just what does
hoppone Tho fana don't use physical violenecj insteald they just derrolish personali-
ties In Panzing letteroolumse If’s no coincidencs, surely, that Seioncg Fiotion
Beview, perdinps the nost successful foanzine of all, hed just ebout the nasticst
lottercol outese I realize I'n boilng wloir to souc pewsBS pcoplo lere, pordiculdr-
1y Harxy Wamer, who strilkoa ne &9 one of tho most likeable people there arc, Bub
even Harry has occasiomal lapses, 1ilwo his column in SFR 40 whero he tried o con-
vinoe ug that he's roally vicious and evile XHevertholess, I'm willing to boliovo
that fandon has & greator proportiom of "name~violenba" thon does the gonorel
populatione
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o fact that neazly ell neople have violont tendencies stems fron tho
fact that monkind is, vien all's said and dome, & hunting spcies. To ocoin & fine

old eliclie, killing's in our bloode Ancient non had o kill in order o survive; he
wvas in copetition with maay specisa for f£50d, & lot of which wexo better at it thon
ho was, end so ko killed not aly for food, but also took pot shots at other preda-
$0r8e s sbocause thoy were dargeorous to hime And I sure this is still with us. Only
nov tho rmin threot to mon is othor nen. Things 1ike Pinkvillo end Iy Lai (rmueh as
I hate o use thosc alrcady hoolmwoyed end thoroughly sordid cxaples) only bear out

oy conclusionSe

And I 1n no way exoupt nyself frax thise I an certainly guilty of writing
LoCs which are far noie vitriclic thom necessiryeeee

BILL VOIFENBARGER
705 Eagt Front Ste
Bloaainston, IT11.G170L

Really enjoyed Domra Brozicr!s storys I'd like to sce whai
he could do with & novel.

David M. Hulvoy: Your caments cre nost inborestinge..
t6 usc en oft~tumsd phiresce I appreciate tho concem you

hve for oy hwade Anyway, I've been thinking over wlat you said, and re-read the

article in quostian.

That I did was desoribe ny feolings about certein ospeots of the Social
Lis, the Bigz Shuck. It certainly doosn't nwan I'm uptight to tho point of any owvert

ectiom, or anything of the soxrte

"Zoppoling and Pallboarexrs”" was an experiment in

fandor, end it has obtadngd o nice wide vorioty of reaotioms. I adnit if, tho,

Invid, for o few najonts I was indulgent.

Yot I have olao oone into wafortwinte oome

toots with rednscks, power peopls, proto-fascists, etos, on ¢ much nore dangerous
scale than anything deoseribed in that exticlse Ii's unfortumate I tumed you off,
end I hope thia will bo & tummm caunmiocation with you.

AN CHAMBERLA TN
4411 Von Hoins

Wi

You ocan got o well written panphlet fror De Vorss & Co. pub~
lishera (Los Angstos) on sptccoraft end their relabionship to

Los Angeles, C2.90032 corthes.tle titlc soundas something like thote..if you really
are obout tho subjecte This is one of those thingzs that

really oon't be proven or disproven to tho satisfaction of evoryonoe..itts an indi-

vidwl experdience whioh is rcal vhen it happens to you, that you eco or ride in

mpe el only thome

¥ow I have tho best book avadilable iIn tho world today by tho forenosh
authority..eon a1 8gos 0ld subject which is offen discusscel without being madors
gtoode The boolk is "ENCYCLOFEDIA OF ASTROLOGIV by Wiolwlas Devore (no relation o
Howard)e Suitable quostions should be, "How 1oy is an Astrological Ape? Wit arc
Housos?' "What is tho Pomumbrel Eclipse? or "honce Astrology?!

Tis for, this roquires norxe thought than tho awverasp fan oares to oxpend
in & serdious way., Tho prefoace by tho aubhor rioles vory £0od sonse 0 10=w=s30 I 1o
cannond. that the bogk should be read by people-who wont o laiow how this "bost
authority" evoluwntes its THEN enoush vill be kowmm aboub it to bezin a discussiome

For goparisme--a31 1ddod
can recogmize foms and syrbols
that describe Eastor, but ouly &
Pure-hoarted and intolligent
Person oo suwmiise what it nust

ove boon 1ike to endwae &
crucifixion and recoive the
glory of ascensicie

Mention eny great ond woll
kmom philosophor or scientist,
where eay laxge croup of poople
are gathered togethor=foiwr wwill
azree with tho originel thousht
enl everyme will put soue var-
iable interprctatim om it. Will
you juiee the originator by tie
evolwntims of the wmiinfomed?

We ll --

O.CCOY‘d)'n
to. m J

Ca’cu/atfons,
TI've been
d?ad 'Fo\’

{i yeavs— —




That is what hoppons all too oftens

TR
ILECW TAYLOR I seont to have crvated an eaeny in George Senda. I aa very
P. O, Box 89 sorryy eltho I enr wfarziliar with the bulk of Gesrel's work

Seynour, Mde47274 (save & few letters), I envy anl appreoiate what littlo I havo
yeode I like hinm and respect hins if I have so aroused hin %o
such roge with ny "rcactionary blatherings," thon of course the feult is mine and I
e 8orrye The only thing that I can plead is that I write whot I bolioves not that
I'n olimys right or oven frequently so, you wilerstands But tho reason that T write
for fanzines~arcll, outaide of the glanorous Crcatlive Urge-—is because itf's & fane
tastic way to exuamicate; in other words, I Con't have to evolve ny opinions in a
vacuxz, I con issus then forth, end tal® in the swlxy points that & couple dozen
peopls will raise on encowatering ny om 10w erticles This woy I have the benofit
of neny viswpoints ot onoe: end ry owm hypothoses will bo thot much corrected £ Crve
richeds Consequently the issuwes that Harry Womer and Rick Stooker rxaise with ny
"Ostriches" are vory penctrative; aad perbticularly with Rick!s point that a "Joyful
article on the latest eatics of your paxckeet" et contribute that nilk of haxion
kindness T stand correcteds Lile Keats says, "Truth is Becuby, Beauty Truth / That
is all yo kaow, ond &1l yo nced to lmowe"! Thanx, Ricke But altho Goorge ndkes it
gquite cloar thet I an wmforgiwveably wrong, he doesn't point oub exnetly whexe T go
vrong: o I that Lost $o xcasom, Georse? In any rate, porhaps o ean correct the
sitwtim for tho readorship: eo I invibe Gooxrgo to, if he wisbos, wribts a rebubtal
articls for MT showing thoe fallacigs of ny axpwuente If nine are "reactionory
blathorings," then thoy shouldnlt be $lot boaxd to dostroye And I think wetd bonefit:
I lmow I woulde . : ;

As for giving up oy writing for MTeedi0ll, of couxrse if o nwber of the
lottercol (say & half-dozen) ask that I do, then I wille But otherwiso T think Itll
kaep writing as long as Ed lots ne, preciscly for those rcasons I mentioned above.
I'vo leammed & Ioty I expoct B0 leam & lot uoree If I an that poinful for Georee
to read, thon I suwss he con clways skip iy bylinc. Tadoubfedly tho loss will be
nore nine than his, since I éa tho one losdns the bénefit of his reasoninge

Thayre, Horxy, bub as sordofan expert an wy om writing I can assure you
that I én novhore being "the bost of the nower fiwz vriters." More in the lover
stratw, I'n afreild, Bub you encourcge neo when you oredit ne with txying to vrito
an essay with vividiuoss end imngiration bocauso that is procisely what I ea trying

to doe I clnost foel like I night suoccoda
FREAN

That? TYoulre bored?
Cae now — don't you think
it's tine you ceno back
domm hoxe again?




ondy offutt ee.I think it's safe to say that ny 1ittle collectim of woirdness in
Famy Fam U6 has brought nore letters and kudoés than enything I*vo-over domo,
Halderiin, Including $he SFR article "Paper Tiger, Buming Bright," which I 1_;hought
Kys_40%29 wos the Iost Voxd on tho New/0ld Wove shuck, and the long=0go article in
Bono, obout Vordis Pisher ond the Testoment of 1ka, vhich Fishdr thoughd
w28 tho bost treatriont het!d ever gote (Ho requestod 25 copics at eny price, eal I
think studait=fonzine~publishor Vie Ryon rruste kecled over; I've licard neither fron
hin sincc. =
2 mhwhow 2»11 the lettexs eboub ny "mpla,usibility/hpro?ability" exrticle in
46 mode 17 & reeld txoat for wo, eud now you send uo #38, with spillover: noxo lettors,
T think I'd bettor do anothor articloe Tho ild thins is that ALL I did ves put dom
gono things I'Q both read and thought ebouteeond I'd never rcad Fort (have since
bouzht 3 Forts fron Ace and rocad oney the skﬂmiost)——hadn't oven read Fort vhen IBn-
groff end I wrote "Tho Book" ond soll it fo Danon for Oxbit 8, Nor Iad I read the
nowspaper feature Harry Vommer nentioned, nor did I lmow whoes, ohgods T forged the
noro--Von Honilen? ((Denikens)) Anyhow, I koep intenling %0 look hin up beccuse T
kewp realizing thet in so mony weys In afdox T co suoh o dunb kidy I just didn't grow
up properly, mocaing faonishly, end after boing exposed o af and fandon for years
el years, finelly wont to oy fireh con in St Loo in 1969« A bunch of othors sineo
then, and by the way Do Blyly called tho other nicht ead I'1l bo GoH at saiwe sort of
con noxt Hoverber in Chanpogo (Chonpein? Ghanplain? Shouploym?)e  ((Letts just say
Urbtrne.)) This will follow olose on tho heels of ny triunphent appearcnce in Dollas
this suver, whero I will bo coGoH with Bloche - (Mocuing thnd overybody's going to
say "Wow, waen't Bloch great ond fwmy-~oud who woe thot beardy oot up fthere beside
hin with the good-lookin redhocded broad?")

This wos golng to be a note, see?

So I sweaxr wmato you that I will now write enother article, with answers to
ell the questions in the letters end with soue new materinl end same sources. I find
me getbting more cnd more interested in strenge~things-thaf-den!t=Lit, including Hure
koa, Cayve, guys lile J Swift and Leanardo d2 Vinci who just dom't FIT this planet,
and e lot of other thingss

Obviously I could save this letter today and get right om ity but I now
have 22,000 words of notes on this year's serious novel, and ag tryiny to get the
monster outlined and begueall simultepeously. Ib's going to be a Good book, T can
see that, end I em determined to glve it what it deservess Like: I have now beem
working em it nearly {wo weeks, but have auly about 9,000 woxrds of copy. And &ll
these dammed notes and thoushts end little indox caids with pieces of outline o

I woa delighted to read about Phil Femer, whom I séem o love without
Imowing hin at ell &t alle.and by Jove, he's o R.F.Burton mon, t00e As usual, T
thought T bhad hin all t0 oyself. Now it tums oub Femer's working on o couple of
things I've been accunuwlating notes and thoughts aboubtesswelle Directly above my
head is Burtmm!s Arebic mottor madz! el-lkulls This $oo will piss,

PS: Tell Famer ti?t if Burton (the knichily rover, not the nightly lover)
had survived, he!d say Death Smokes o Camele

b o
ED CAGLE ~ Route 7. OCharly Brown can gripe aboub Philip Jose Famer writing & few
leon, Xs. 67074 books that were below the atveragze qualibty of his work if he

wents $0, but &s for nmyself, ono story like RIDERS (F THE PURPIE

WAGE, or & RIVERVORID sagf., or eny one of many fiue tales more than justifies any-
thing Famer wonts to @9, SF readers should be 8o lucky to hove e few more writers
who could pub out even gue zood bock in 811 the years of & oareer. Why piss and moan
ebout & lapse with a good writer? Meybe the mon had e chance to make & buek, and
surely he has the right to do that.

Mae Strelkov writes fascinating lebttérs, doesn't sho? They are evidence
to me that she is e lady who kmows how o live, snd what living concemss Peoplo. I
would be interested to know more ebout her, and the 1ife she leads which oreates all
that enfhusissn for lifes

AIEX VITEX - As before, your lead axticle in #8 was excellent. As with the
478 Prentis, #3 axticle mm PeJ.Famer, other articles on woll kown authors,

Detrit, Mioh, 48201 eppearing occasicnally would be & strong point for the fzine.
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Ted Pauls is definitely getting to be one of the best reviewers that I have found iIn
any !zine, other them sans of the reviews that I have seen done by Alexei Ponshine

Conceminz the controversy between Fandom is & Way of Life or a Tonl for
Lifees Fandom can be either one, it is uwp to the individunl and what he wanis or exm
pocts from 1ifes Genrge Seunda brought up & good pointe It is someévhat hard o nake
Fandm e Tay of Life because of financial end other consideretions, but they can do
the next best thinge They can spend all their free time and nouey on fandam, SF,
and 211 of the various aspects, bub what does that leave them other than a heizhiten-
ed sense of Yegone" Truly, fandom can be enjoyable ond rewarding, but other activie
ties can be jUS'b as benoficitdeses

HRAHIHE
PAUL DGERR ~ (JW) Pussy-catS.e.night fighting, screaming, spitting, prinitive
Box 1444, Vallejo, 1little bastards do not civilize thenselves and are independent
Colife 94590 ~ savazes who talm what they can nilk from hwan susceptibilityee-
etc, etc, He is on pussy-cats? L've read & heard approximately
the same descriptins of businessmen, priests, soldiecrs—-all kinds of people, Why
80 hard on cats? Methinks thou dost protest too muche

I stdll hwting sone peopls to split the cogt of cowtbry land. I was
offered 40A near Crescent City for $4000 but dida't have that rmch bread & could
find 1o one to shivre. :

«eoThe only way to avoid being attacked (ag a natien or as an individual)
is to be the Méanest Bastaxrd in the Velleye I£ youlare ready, you won't need to. But
don't get soft, like Rme, you can't go enyway but dewm.

eeeD0 $he writers really wout fons! criticism of their work? As onwe said,
the best caments are long end green, and thoy don't xeally write for the fanses..

“ w;e*;-**
NICHOIAS J. SHEARS e oo rather interesting statenent is in David Gerroldls LoC:
52 Garden Way - a1l fan groups (including SIWA)..." What betting nobody
Northoliff Ext. 4 even coments on it? I they won't I wonftl
Johammesbury,y TreilSVe, As regards NZ fen, Ifve been trying for quite some time

Bepe_of Scuth Africe  to contact some, and cverybody soys thoy dma't exist. (Wit-

10ss ANZAPA never heving had o New Zealand neuber.) Néver
have beay, 31.35611'1:, and probably nover will be, 80 I'm told, ((Homwash to 1 & 3, may-
be even 2.

Doniken's books seen o fairly be well-kmowmi cnongst fans (and deservedly so,
nethinks), but héw nony have heard of Ve Axe Not the First by Andrew Thomas (Souven-
ir Press, London, 1971)%? Thouas's theory is tiat perlaps the earth experienced &
tine slip and noved back into tke pasts and then started moving on egain to the
futurces ((Vhot ubter hogwash,)) IHo uses nany of Daniken's Ystartling revelations!
es well 8s severcl others, nmest of which I haven't scen before. Mokes for fascinai-
iug‘ Iead.il']gooo.

R _
TERRY JEEVES liked Toylor's OSTRICHES, aad of course FIATFL and we are better
230 Bomerdale Rl., mon (and wonen) Gunga Din for having entered it. However, he
Sheffield 311 9IE docs overstate his cosg o bite TFandom is for funme. Thit is
Engzlend. rvle Noe.l. If that is tiwmrted, we get feuds, cligques, axgw-
nents, Gafia aud all the other ills that fannish flesh is hoir
0. Faturally, Rule No.l doesn't bar the possibility of e bod making money fron sef
fron ioproving his liferccy..ond his voluwbility for that motter. I for ome have
manazed to inprove my om oxb work (Before tho nan in the comer males & fumys..hso
ought to see some of it as it used fo be).

Bill Wolfeubarmer's piece was alse pleasing to read, inasnuch es it is nice to
hoar of people who aren't efraid to adnit to loving their wives. Vol end T have now
been narried eleven yearSe..velre still in love, and +hal is porhaps the Ifinest
thing of all, in ALL that $imw we haven't 1Ad Qo 1OvVese.I also liked Bill's oou-
enta o the various prozines, but sad {o say, so for ouly Analog has made it throwgh
ny portals up to date. Vorse, I'm nissing two copiss of Galaxy froo way backes.so if
you know anyane who wishes to domate, trade or sell...I'n affer:

SRR
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InE STRELKOV I ar deeply tempted to junp in with both feet anew to defend
Casilla de Correo 55 poor persecuted Perry A. Chapdelaine! Does he want it? Does
Jesus Maria, Cordoba; he need ne defending hin by any chance? Just let me kuow by
Arcentinde vetum airmail and I'1l begin firing ry peace-salves in his
defencel Three cheers for the Tndexdogs of Lifel

But really, the poor darlinge.. It nakes ny heart bleed to heaxr how hord it is
%o be a writer, nowadayse Hoorah that I'n an unsuccessful one (since ry published
phase lasted only between 1953 to 1958 with & Cathelic Digest reprint in 1959), when
I vas going throuch the "Love-ono-another" stage at its higheste. .

The Catholic editors.baclk in the U.Se used to informr: me that priests and nuns
virote ther regularly that oy articles "strengthened their faith." A I strengthening
yours nov?,..Love, peace and happiness to PANDOM AlD FANGDAM alikeeass

RXRHRE
ARTHUR HAYES 77T In the area of fandon devoted to Femzines, the faned is
Box 1030, South Porcupine given his due condenndtion or Rudos, the leiterhacks fight
Ontario, Canada, anongst themselves uwsing the nediwm provided by the Faned

and &ll continues rmch as before despite so~called memom-
ial words printed originating from RIPs and Pros, no onc really chénging anything.

Hidden amidst these, lie She majority (I think) who get sone vicarious pleasure
at peaking in om the contents, but who are rerely included in there, becausc they
fom parta of various groups that, along with other groups, conpose Feandome

«saThere are tirmes when I hate receiving fanzines and ot those tices I really
vonder vhy in hell I an still active in Fandeon: after necarly twenty years arcund.
That is the purposc of Fanda:? I havon't xeally fathemed that yots The tine I an
putting in on fanoe could be noic profitably spent (financially spealking) in many
vayde It ig an escapist wethod, sinilar to thoe TV, e tine waster with nany fans.
Even conventions ere being quostionod as to uséfulness in oy nind, though Itll be at
the NOREASCQT this yeare Either I ao changing, or the new fans arxe different, but
therc doesn!t seem to be the rapport now belvoon nyself and other fans that seemed to
be tho case even ton years agoe

KHNRHH
JEFF SCHALLES I wonder if I fit Bill Bliss'!s type 4. Illaybe that would ex-
1."]3 IlcClellan Drive  plain away the fact that I have trouble cozrnicating with
Pittsburgh, Pa,15236 about 90% of the people I run intoe I'm uswally open to just
about anything, and I usvally think things through before Juape-

ing on tho bandwagmm. I mean, when 8ll ny peace type friends started on the "Kill
the Piga" jag, I hesitated, because I realizo what this plece would be like without
copse I nean, I KV there arc & mmber of bad cops that probably wouldn't hesitate

to split ny head to sec if
there's anything wdemeath
' the heir, dut Ifve lmown &
My Ghod —we're few good ones in ry tine,
’ end. I've cortainly run into
3

)oged n
all € plenty of people that necd

‘ ’ énforcinge So I say "Keep
‘, én Eye On The Pigs," nean-

: ing, let them do their job,

Yeah— " : but malke sure they remember

BEn0 Ly that they are public scrw
\.ts !'Ke | e A . vents, not Mayor Daley!s
be.mﬂ in O i ) Private amye.
On the natter of en~
bad Rotsler forcenont, I've finally had
1 enough of hot cars and fast
dream ! { | driverse I've beoen ncarly
. rmm off the road once too

}6 often, and an now fully in
A favor of legislation lLinit-
ing the top velocity and
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high acccleration retes now possiblé with these "muscle" cars. Imov that huzan
beings are souetines very agressive, and that thoy ¢can't help that thoy went to
prove their canhoed in their stsel and glass demons, bub sonething has to be donge I
don't lmiou if this can be accemplished, but scuething must be done o protect the ine
nocgnise One thing I often run into is poople that say that nomally they dontt
drive fast either, but there are tines when speed or acceleratinn is nceded to pull
thert out of bad spots. All righte I'm sure there is & nediwm point that can fit tho
circunstancese Uhat I have in nind is such things as the "Super Bird" Plymouth came
out vithe—a production car put out in enoush mubers to enable then to use it at
"stock car races". The thing can do 200 oph if sgt up correctly, and &t least 150 in
its showroon conditione WHY?

loebius Trip secns to be Anericals Intemetional mecting place for Imtematiomal
fanse You seen to have nore naterial fremx foreipn fans than all the rest of fandon
put togethers I roally onjoy these glinpses of faymish life across the waterse

FRUARSH
TILLIAM Ge BLISS «ss0n sea serpents, ono of oy pet suspicions is that sonee
422 Tilnot how, the planet is continuously (or at least at fairly fre-

Chillicothe, IlL«61523 quent intcervals) being restockeds Either by somebody fron

vho lmous uhere, or leakage frax smmeplace else, like other
dinonsioned worlds, or Fort's "Islands In the Sky." Things like critters that are
not indigenous 16 a territoxy shoving up (panthers néar Honry Tl.--black ones o
couple yoars azo, and now brom ones). Soe survive, oénd some don'ts Of course it
is o matter of recoxrd that pany unsuspected cfiltters as well as those believed to be
extinet have showed upe Even loctlly, thére is some land that is visited very infree
quently by anybody, end with soa sorpents, the sed is a big place, and only & small
portion of it has regular treffic.

THAT IMPOSSIBLE FEELING: Vouldn't it be tho living ond of scmething or other if
that green glow actwlly woa SVAMP GAS? Incidentally nost swanmp gas is coonon
methane, wory inflammable and & good fucle One flying saucer explanation I don't
recollect ever sceing used officially is "It vas just @ spall convention of firg-
flies or lightning bugse"

Texry Jecves: Corrcct aboub tho porsistencte of the phosphor of & telly screen.
My tibe nanuals only give tho scant infomatiomm, "lMediuz porsistence.! Ifve got nore
data, brightness decay curves, ctce, horo sonciherce (Things can get lost in my
back room for 8z0s.)

RN 2%
7.A«HeFet Bob Tuckor, Douglas Abe, Hichacl Glyor, David Grigg, I¢igh Couch, Sandra
Miesecl, Mervym Barrctt, Robort Uhitaker, Joc Hensley, Goorge Hay, Gene Volfe, Dave
Lowton & Jan Meulee Thanks to all & let's everybody sond & con report froox
HOREASCON, OK? (Haha—I'1ll bot Buck thinke I'n kidding.)

%

EDITORIAL MISCELLANY

Por thosc who asked for QIPA's addxess: This APA's official Editor iss Ken
Choslin, 36 Chapel Ste, Wordsley, Stourbridge, Torcse, Englond. WUrite to Ken for dew
tails about joining (oponings, I think, oxisw’;s. Roscrry Pardoc is (MMPA's prosidonts

Edsel Fondan is alive and well (that is, if you con call an Edsel addict "well'.)
On Auge 20~22, !71 the Imtemational Edscl Club noots in its 3rd anmwel convention at
the Hyatt Lodge in Peoria. You'll be able to sce at lcast one of cach Edscl modele.
The Con's thone is "The Risc & Fall & Risc Again of the Edscle" Sanchow I don't
think they!ll be pubting them back inte production.

The 1972 British Bastoercon, which Terry Jeevea refoers to in his con report (Do
17) as scheduled for Blackpool, haoa alieady been bounced from there to Harmogate,
then fren there to (presontly) Chester, in Cheshire. (Kuowm as Slancon, for South
lancashire, it apparcntly still roteins that titlca)

T A Schalles carboonm this ish nonticns Capte Video. In the event you don!t recall
the progren, it was ono of the first TV space ghovs (1949). 41 Hodge played the
lecads (CGood Hoavens—-thot was bofore Don Blyly was oven bommeses
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July 11, 1971

an

Sincerely,

JOIN W. CAMPBELL
p BEditor,
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Your SUBSCRIPTION HAS EXPIRED -~ Please ronew,
A letter of comment would be appreciated,

The only back 1lssues of Moebius Trip still available
are numbers 2, 3, 4 and 6, Price: any 3 for $1.
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Edward C, Connor
1805 N, Gale
Psoria, Ill, 61604, USA,

T ———



J— II._':‘_’

-

b
k!
i

£

it

=
|

il




